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Redeemer and 
Homosexuality 


Hyper dogs in 
serene wilderness 
prove irresistible 
combo 


BY ANDREW VIS 


Though many students. and 


faculty were drawn to the warm 


temperatures of the south for 
reading break, there were a few 
reckless adventurers who risked 
the bitter cold to embark on a 


journey in the great, white north. 
Along with six McMaster students 
and a Mohawk student, Redeemer 
students Rod Snoek, Phil Tamming 
and I were all able to accompany 
Mike Fallon and his two sons on the 
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Annual Dogsledding 
Trip a Big Hit 


annual dogsledding expedition he 
organizes. As we pictured ourselves 
flying down the trails at breakneck 
speeds, we set out from Hamilton 
to spend a few days in the bush, 
learning how to mush. 

After settling into our motel in 
South Fork (north of Huntsville, 
west of Algonquin park) on Saturday 
night, the group went to the head 
office of Chocpaw Expeditions for 
what Mike likes to call “Dogsledding 
101.” Russ, one of our trail guides, 
taught us among other things the 
three cardinal rules of dogsledding: 
don’t let go of your sled, don’t hit 
your dogs, and keep your mainline 
(the line attached to the front of 
your sled and to which all the dogs 
are attached) straight. It was quickly 
apparent that dogsledding was more 
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But do students 
even care? 


BY DAVE STIENSTRA 


On Monday, February 9, the 
annual budget opem forum was 
held in the main foyer, This event is 
supposed to give students a chance to 
come and hear detail§ of next year’s 
budget, straight from members 
of Redeemer’s Budget Planning 
committee. The main interest for 
students is the announcement and 
explanation of tuition and housing 
increases. 

The ten or so of ug students who 
actually went were disappointed to 
find so few of our cOmrades beside 
us. Normally, you Might see 25- 
50 students gathered to hear the 
news and question the big decision 
makers. The low héadcount may 
be due to the fact that students just 
don’t care; some may ask, “What 
can I really do?” What we like to 
believe, though, is fiat the lack of 
eager students at foram is just 
an. expression 0f Meir great trust 
in both Studen:, Senate and the 
administration to ‘ake the decisions 
that directly | affect everyone's 
finances. Although this does sound 
cynical (and rightfully so), I know 
the latter to be true at least of some 
— several people I talked to affirmed 
that this was the case for them. 

Dr. Cooper responded very well 
to the unusually small audience 
by allowing the forum to be more 


God, the Homosexual, 
and the Church 


BY WENDY GRITTER 


Unlike most Christians, I pray, 
think and talk about the Christian 
community’s same- 
gender attracted men and women 


on a daily basis. For the last year and 


response to 


a half, I have been in the position of 
directing a ministry dedicated to 
offering Christian 


thoughtful Christians searching for 
understanding, willing to listen, 
committed to authentic ministry, 
and anticipating God’s call to the 
church in this day. 

So, what is God’s call? What is 
God's call to the church regarding 
brothers and_ sisters who 
experience same-gender attraction? 
The first step, 


our 


support to men and 


I come across many 


I believe, is the 
call 


women _ struggling to humility 
ra ee, aimee misconceptions, many ac | eaeeieee 
and to equipping the ithin e 
church co nee myths held aS truth, Curis tien 
effectively and many double standards Reformed Church 
compassionately, ° ya this has been 
In that amount of staunchly justified, modeled for us. 


time, | have had the 
Opportunity to pray 


and many ill-equipped 
Christians poised to 


Part of the prayer 
recommended 


much, think deeply, é by Synod to the 
and speak ieee burn bridges rather than Lidtines reads, 
this issue across build them. “Instead of 
a broad spectrum trying to become 
of the larger body a place where 


of Christ. I have come to discover 
that the topic of homosexuality 
taps into strong opinion and strong 
emotion that might not consider the 
complexities of a personal process 
same-gender 
many 
misconceptions, many myths held 


with 


of dealing 
attraction. I come across 
as truth, many double standards 
staunchly justified, and many ill- 
equipped Christians poised to burn 
bridges rather than build them. 
I have also, to my delight, found 


persons who love you and who are 
homosexual could find a gracious 
dwelling, we confess that we have 
continued to build walls. We have 
avoided them. We have been cruel. 
We have called names and used 
insulting language. We have wished 
that they would just go away. Truly, 
Lord, there is little health in us. We 
have wronged these children of 
yours, these brothers and sisters of 
ours, and we repent of our sins.” 
The question is, “Do we get 


it?” Do we live out this spirit of 
repentance and humility? Does it 
inform our language (including 
our humour), our attitudes, and 
our prayers? One of the illustrations 
I often use when speaking to the 
church is that the ground is level 
at the foot of the cross. We all need 
the same mercy, the same grace, the 
same Saviour. Can you see yourself 
standing shoulder-to-shoulder with 
a same-gender attracted brother or 
sister before Christ? Do you see that 
your wounds, your shame, and your 
sin put you in just as much need of 
Christ as they are in need of Him? 
The second step is the call to live 
authentically. The first question 
when we are in_ relationship 
with someone struggling with 
homosexuality is not, “What are 
you doing about your sexuality?” 
The first question is, “What am I 
doing about MY sexuality?” Not, 
“What are you doing about the 
sin in your life?” But, “What am I 
doing about the sin in MY life?” The 
first question is not, “How are you 
dealing with your temptations?” 
The first question is, “How am I 
dealing with MY temptations?” As 
you take the risk to be vulnerable 
and share how God is meeting 
you at the points of weakness and 
struggle in your life, then you can 
begin to ask how God is meeting 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 


SS sssessessesssseesssseshsssssesesemncss 
MARCH 3, 2004 REDEEMER’S STUDENT VOICE 


The Passion of 
the Christ 


Tuition Goes Up 4%, 
Housing Raised 1.75% 


informal. Speaking without a 
microphone, he began by briefing us 
on how the budget process works. 
The Budget Planning Committee 
(BPC) is made up of nine members: 
Dr. Cooper as the chairperson, and 
various other senior administrators. 
Sitting among them is Student 
Senate President Josh Baxter, who 
represents the student body. Each 
year, the BPC tries to keep both 
tuition and housing increases to 
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implemented this year, students 
have been much more conservative 
in their spending. The low increase 
is the administration's way of 
thanking the students for their good 
job in this area. 

Josh Baxter expressed much 
gratitude for the way the BPC dealt 
with this year’s budget, especially in 
terms of the low housing increase. 
They could have pushed for a 
higher rate, and it would have 
been reasonable, but they have a 


between 3 and lot of respect for the 
a Bll sed to Ne increase in tuition, students, and +a 
‘ : ; ; ust to brin 
announce that |S largely a reflection of in funding, 3 
beraised4%eana (flation and increased _ There was also 
6 : u iscussion 

that housing Energy and maintenance surrounding the 
increases’ will costs new expansion 
be a mere ; plans. It should be 
1.75%. The noted that none 


increase in tuition, he explained, is 
largely a reflection of inflation and 
increased energy and maintenance 
costs. While this may seem like 
a large increase, students should 
recognize that the faculty and staff 
are also being asked to contribute. 
They have received annual increases 
of 3% (inflation) plus a 2% cost of 
living increase. Next year they will 
receive only a combined 3.5% with 
a bolstered pension plan. It’s a bit of 
reallocation, but they are sacrificing 
as well. The weight for increased 
costs is being carried by both 
students and faculty and staff. 

The reason for the low increase 
in the housing costs for next year 
is in large part due to the new food 
plan. Because of the new system 


of the expansion will be funded 
by tuition or housing fees — it is 
entirely funded by donations from 
supporters. The administration 
showed a real excitement for thi 
as well. Look for future articles in 
The Crown outlining and describing 
these impressive plans. 

I am impressed by the Redeemer 
administration's commitment to 
serving the Lord and to serving 
students. Dr. Cooper’s excitement 
for both the budget» and the | 
expansion plans were obvious 
during the forum, in his smile and in 
his very presence. As the discussion 
came to a close, he laughed, “Isn‘t 
this exciting? I mean, it’s not every 
day you build a six million dollar 
addition.” «? 


Getting Over the 
Rainbow 


BY BRETT ALAN DEWING 


The March, 2002 article, 
“Underground Rainbow,” reported 
that Brett Alan Dewing is gay. This 
sentence should now read “was.” 

Life at our Redeemer keeps 
metamorphosing. The majority of 
students here are likely unaware 
of the article 1 wrote in my fourth 
year (2002), in which I “came out” 
as gay. Though that 
article was used by 
God in tremendous 


In the past, I tried with 
all my might to accept 


called and make sense of a broken 
world. It is a noble effort, but is, 
unfortunately, one more example of 
that brokenness. 

Numerous Old New 
Testament passages _ identify 
homosexuality as an affront to 
God's plan (such as Romans 1 and 
I Corinthians 6:9-12). Many people 
compare these scriptures with those 
that seem to place unfair restrictions 
on women or 
slaves. There is 

fundamental 
difference here, 


and 


ways to open up 

minds, hearts, the “freedom” to be gay, pei “ 
and conversations : neither case 
about the reality of but the Word in my heart ever presented 
homosexuality — in remained solid even as a lars 
the church and at hts in m issue” in the 
Redeemer, the time when th e thoug y way that 
has come to again mind were not. homosexuality 
write for The Crown consistently is. 
- this time about a Deuteronomy 


different kind of “coming out.” 

This notion = of coming out 
OF homosexuality - is highly 
controversial in today’s culture, 
Christian or otherwise. An 
increasing number of churches 
(including at least one prominent 
CRC congregation) are “embracing” 
homosexuality as a _ creational 
state, a God-given alternative, or 
an unavoidable symptom of the 
Fall. These brothers and sisters in 
Christ are wholeheartedly trying 
to live out the love to which we are 


30:14 tells us that “the message is 
very close at hand; it is on your lips 
and in your heart so that you can 
obey it.” In the past, I tried with all 
my might to accept the “freedom” 
to be gay, but the Word in my heart 
remained solid even when the 
thoughts in my mind were not. 

At its core, homosexuality is an 
identity issue. In the vast majority of 
cases, homosexual patterns begin to 
manifest themselves very early in life, 
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Editorial 


BY DAN POSTMA 


You are Joe, and you're a third- 
year RA in dorm 43. You’re three 
quarters of the way through the 
year, and your dorm seems to 
be going well - your mealtimes 
are friendly, your devotions are 
enriching, everybody seems to be 
getting along just fine. Once you 
got your cooking and cleaning 
schedules up, your tenure as RA 
has seemed pretty easy - until 
now. Brian, one of “your kids,” 
has asked you to go for coffee with 
him on a Saturday afternoon, and 
though you wanted to make a dent 
in your independent study today, 
you know that you should be there 
when he needs you. So you go with 
him. 

“I've been having homosexual 
attraction for years,” he says to 
you, and you forget all about 
rolling up the rim on your cup. 
You firmly ignore the why-me 
whinings creeping into your mind, 
and try to think of something to fill 
the horrible silence that follows, as 
he looks at you with desperation 
and sadness that you hadn’t seen 
in him before. But the fact is, you 
really don’t know what to say. 
You’ve never been personally 
confronted by the topic of 
homosexuality before; it’s always 
been on your periphery, vaguely 


troubling, rarely concerning. The 
only real feelings you have on the 
issue are revulsion when you see 
two guys or two girls making out 
on one of the “edgier” shows, and 
curiousity when you see parades 
and speeches by the gay minority, 
fighting for their right to marry or 
their right to adopt. In other words, 
you're woefully unprepared to be in 
this situation; what in the world can 
you say or do? 

Too late, you wonder what the 
Bible says on the topic. You wish 
you had thought about some of the 
questions that have slammed you 
in the face at this Tim Horton’s. Is 
homosexuality acceptable before 
God? Can or should homosexuals 
change the way they are? Are faithful 
and monogamous relationships, 
whether straight or gay, celebrated 
by God? 

It gets worse. Brian senses your 
terrible discomfort; it’s the same in 
every friend he’s tried to talk to. This 
time, at the end of his rope, he gets 
angry. “Why is this always such a 
problem? What's wrong with being 
gay? How could being gay be sinful 
or wrong, if God has made me this 
way?” 

You're trembling now. You have 
no answers. How can you tell 
Brian that you’re not even sure 
if being gay is right or wrong, let 
alone acting gay? You have only the 
faintest idea what the Bible says, 
and you're not exactly up on the 
latest psychological research. What 
could you possibly say to salve 


him feel lo d accepted? Even 
though ye erent from him, 
and you you disagree with 
the kind of lifestyle he wants, how 
does your disapproval even enter 
the equation? 


This is written for every person on 
this camp very one of you could 
be in this situation — some as Brian, 
most as Joe. If you're Joe, what do 
you say? How do you act? Are you 
prepared to deal with a homosexual 
in your ae Se a loving Christian, 
educated but not dogmatic? If you're 
Brian, are you finding love on this 
campus, or are you seeing only fear, 
misunderstanding, or revulsion? 

I don’t know why homosexuals 
are the way they are. I don’t know 
if they can change; I don’t know if 
they should change. I’m not a pastor, 
and I’m not a counsellor. But I am, 
like most of my readers, a student at 
Redeemer, and that by itself throws 
me into the debate, whether I’m 
prepared or not. 

We like to call this newspaper 
“Redeemer’s student voice” — a lofty 
ideal, but what does it mean in this 
context? I know there are students 
who believe homosexuality is sinful 
and wrong, that homosexuals can 
change, and that homosexuals 
should change. | know there are 
students who think homosexual 
relationships can be acceptable 
before God and before Christians, 
providing the same norms of fidelity, 
faithfulness, and monogamy apply. 


Is Redeemer Ready for Homosexuality? 


But I also know that the students 
on our campus who struggle with 
homosexual attraction don’t give 
a rip what side of the debate you 
might be on, and care only that you 
treat them as Christian brothers or 
sisters, loved by God and loved by 
his people. Are you prepared to view 
all your peers as children of God 
first, and only later as homosexuals 
or heterosexuals? 

Condemnation and judgement 
should not even enter our equations. 
All of us are sexual sinners, and 
all of us are in dire need of sexual 
purification by Jesus. Thomas 
Schmidt, author of Straight and 
Narrow?, writes, 


“People who picture themselves as 
soggy sailors clinging to overturned 
boats are not apt to treat their fellow 
flotsam with contempt. Likewise, the 
proclamation of Christian morality 
has no place for a righteous majority 
who scorn those who will not play 
by the rules. What is needed are 
unrighteous people who recognize 
the universal need to receive God’s 
mercy and power for obedience, 
whatever one’s particular distortion 
of God’s intent for sexuality. The log 
must come out of the eye” (p. 55). 


All of us flotsam, then, need 
equal measures of humility and 
sensitivity, and it’s beyond debate 
that we must approach homosexuals 
with the same unconditional love 
and support we show our parents 
or siblings. 


But, as Joe could likely testify, 
love and support will not be 
enough for someone like Brian. 
Here is where every person on this 
campus can be helpful: know the 
resources that are out there. Read 
some of the literature that’s out 
there, on both ends (conservative 
and liberal) of the spectrum. Know 
of books, videos, websites, and 
other available literature, but more 
than that, know the people who are 
equipped to talk about this issue. 
Student Life employs two part-time 
counsellors with training in this 
field, a male and a female; they also 
know of Christian support groups 
and a number of other counsellors 
in the GTA to whom they’ve sent 
students. 

Wendy Gritter, in her seminar 
on homosexuality last month at 
Fellowship Christian Reformed 
Church in Hamilton, warned that 
assuming the role of lay counsellor 
without training or authority can 
be very dangerous. Instead, she 
said each of us needs to know 
our boundaries, to “guard against 
saviour-mode.” 

Every student on this campus 
can do this, with no Masters degree 
in counselling required: be honest, 
be authentic, be approachable, 
be willing to explore the difficult 
questions, and be loving. Know the 
resources that are out there, and so 
be at least a little bit prepared for 
when you are put in Joe’s shoes. ¢ ? 


“Everyone Experiences Brokenness in Some Way” 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 


so that sufferers cannot remember a 
time when they “were not gay.” This 
identification also tends to carry 
with it strong associations with a 
particular personality type and/or 
social culture that can further embed 
the identity. It is for this reason 
that homosexuality has become 
such a tender issue and sore spot of 
evangelism. 

But what causes this manifestation 
of same-sex preferences? The 
multiple theories are hot potatoes 
of today’s world, but I believe the 
truth to be very simple. At an early 
age, a child may come into contact 
with adults (often parents) who 
live out their gender identities in 
unsettling ways. These may include 
overly passive men or domineering 
women, who present an unsavoury 
example of what it means to be male 
or female. By over-identifying with 
an adult of the opposite gender 


or dissociating from an adult of 
the same gender, the child can 
unconsciously begin a pattern of 
gender confusion or hatred that will 
manifest itself as romantic and erotic 
urges for members of the same sex. 

This process is usually 
subconscious, and the person 
involved has little or no knowledge 
of it. Indeed, when repeatedly 
presented with this model, I wrote 
it off as preposterous or unrelated to 
my life. It was not until recently that 
I was able to see that I am a textbook 
example of this theory. 

In September, by a long and 
Spirit-directed route, I made 
contact with an organization called 
Living Waters, an_ international 
discipleship ministry for sexual 
and relational brokenness. | am 
convinced that everyone experiences 
such brokenness in some way, and | 
highly recommend this ministry to 
anyone interested. 

As a part of Living Waters, 
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I attend a weekly meeting in 
Toronto (a group also operates out 
of Kitchener) where I join about 
twenty-five other men and women 
and about ten leaders in a powerful 
time of worshipjand teaching. For 
the second the night, we 
break into single-gendered small 
groups for more discussion and one- 
on-one prayer. It is a thirty-week 
program that focuses on realigning 
our relationship with God. 

[had wrestled with homosexuality 
for years and experienced only a 
slow slide downward. It was not 
until I entered into truly earnest and 
open prayer with the sole purpose of 
meeting my Creator and Mediator at 
the foot of the cross that I began to 
be set free from the patterns that had 
marked my life. 

As I have grown closer to Christ 
through the power of His Spirit, 
God has opened my eyes to the true 
wounds at the bottom of my sexual 
struggles. If we deal only with the 
symptoms of these wounds (such as 
lust, deceitfulness, homosexuality, 
etc.), we will constantly be engaged 


in the fight. Only if we allow God to 
illumine and heal the root wounds 
will we truly be free. For me, these 
wounds centred around a deep- 
seated self-hatred and _ gender 
insecurity. In the presence of my 
Healer, these wounds continue to 
close and leave no scar! 

As a result of this radical re- 
centring of my life, I have entered 
into a whole new state of spiritual 
health. The most exciting example 
of this healing is the ability to 
stand strong in my masculinity 
and proclaim myself a heterosexual 
man! 

I believe that this freedom is 
available to all of us, no matter what 
we struggle against. It is important, 
however, when interacting with 
homosexuals, to remain open and 
to listen. Since homosexuality is 
rooted in identity, the suggestion 
of change can seem not only 
impossible but offensive. When I 
was a teenager dealing with my own 
homosexuality, it was New Direction 
for Life that provided me with the 
sense of acceptance and hope that I 


needed, because they did not preach 
the gospel of change that seemed to 
doom and limit me with its apparent 
improbability. (My friend describes 
this mentality as “count to eight, 
now you're straight: date, mate, 
procreate!”) 

We must continue to relish the 
truth and speak in wisdom and love 
when dealing with homosexuals 
and same-sex strugglers in our 
churches, schools, and lives. I pray 
that my unfolding testimony may 
be used as a sign and symbol of such 
truth for both those struggling with 
homosexuality and those struggling 
with the topic. 

I am human. I am Christian. And 
yes, I used to be gay. 

Life in our Redeemer keeps 
metamorphosing. €? 


Church: Complacency and Apathy 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 


your same-gender attracted friend 
in those areas. Let’s consider how we 
might spur one another on towards 
Christ with a level of honesty, 
transparency and mutuality that 
builds and encourages, 

Living out steps one and two 
are a tremendous move in the right 
direction, but there is more to God's 
call in this day. The call is an urgent 
one, This past fall as | was praying, I 
sensed the Lord say, “I am jealous for 
them. I am jealous for their creativity, 
their beauty and their gifts. | am 
jealous for them because My Body 
is not complete without them. They 
are needed in My Body.” The Lord 
longs for His children who have 
been impacted by the brokenness of 
homosexuality to find their place in 
His Body. He longs for their voices 
to be heard. He longs for them to 
be released to fulfill His destiny for 
them in His Kingdom. His welcome 
is not without His claim on their 
life and on their sexuality — just as 
His welcome to any of His children 
is not without His claims on their 
lives and sexuality. Our God is in 
the business of redemption. It is His 
delight to showcase what He can do 
in the life of one who is yielded to 
Him. I am privileged and honoured 
to work every day with men and 
women who have committed 


their lives to Jesus Christ despite 
ongoing struggles with same- 
gender attraction. | am challenged 
and motivated in my own journey 
of discipleship as I see the decisions 
and sacrifices and the depths of their 
relationship with Christ. These men 
and women have much to teach the 
church. They do not just need our 
“ministry.” We need to be willing to 
let them take their rightful place in 
the Body of Christ. They know what 
it is to swim upstream in a culture 
that prioritizes  self-gratification, 
and what it is to cling in dependence 
to a Saviour who promises to be 
sufficient for them. They know what 
it is to trust God despite loneliness, 
disappointment, and __ shattered 
dreams. They know what it is to 
follow Jesus Christ even when they 
don’t get everything they want. I 
believe God wants their stories to be 
heard, in part, to convict the church 
of her complacency and apathy. 

It is true that not every individual 
who experiences same-gender 
attraction is living out such a 
radical, committed discipleship. But 
consider what is more compelling. 
Message one: “Come into the 
church but...Stop what you're 
doing. Smarten up. Don’t talk about 
it. Don’t do it. If you can’t be like 
the rest of us, well, just pretend you 
are.” 

Message two: “God has a destiny 


for your life. His purposes will be 
fulfilled in you as you keep looking 
to Him. He will be sufficient for you. 
He wants to use you. You have a 
place, a particular place, in His Body 
that no one else can fill. His purpose 
for you is that you know Him and 
His promise to you is that He will 
never leave you nor forsake you. He 
loves you no matter what.” 

As I work day to day with men 
and women who are both seeking 
Christ and seeking to deal with 
their experience of same-gender 
attraction, I am convinced that it is 
the second message that is consistent 
with God's heart for these beautiful 
children of His. My constant prayer 
is that the Christian community will 
reflect His heart as we pray, as we 
think, as we speak and as we relate 
with our same-gender attracted 
brothers and sisters. May the Lord 
grant us all the grace to listen to 
His heart and to be the expression 
of it. «? 


Wendy Gritter is the Executive 
Director of New Direction for Life 
Ministries, You can learn more about 
the ministry by checking out their 
websites: 

lirecti 
: 


www, freetobeme.com 
Or contact Wendy: 
va sirecti 
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Christians’ Freedom to 


How do you mix 
Christian liberty with 
alcohol? 


BY JAKOB VAN DORP 


Drinking. Consuming alcohol. 
Implication? —_ Intoxication. The 
word itself already has a negative 
tone. But what is the Christian to 
do? God has created the chemical 
process of fermentation, and made 
it good, though corruptible. Old 
Testament sacrifices, for example, 
were forbidden to contain yeast (or 
leaven) because the fermentation 
suggested corruption; and I think 
we can agree that alcoholism is a 
corruption of a good thing. 

But where do we draw the line? 
How, as Christians, do we know 
what is “too much”? Some have 
avoided the question by abstaining 
completely; others refrain due to 
personal weakness, knowing that 
the temptation to go overboard is 
too great once they “cast the lines 
from the dock,” so to speak. 

First, let’s confirm that alcohol in 
itself is not bad; in can in fact be very 
good. Numerous scientific studies 
suggest that one to two drinks per 
day can reduce the likelihood of 
heart disease later in life; beyond 
two, however, other factors such as 
liver damage begin to outweigh the 
benefits. So, the order of creation 
suggests that it can be beneficial to 
drink in moderation. 

Looking at the scriptures, we 
see in John 2:1-20 that Jesus turned 
water into wine at a wedding feast, 
changing the order of creation (and 
producing some great wine) so 
the celebration could continue. If 
alcohol were merely bad, would our 
Lord have done such a thing? Psalm 
104 is even more explicit about the 
matter, saying that God made wine 
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to “gladden the human heart.” From 
other passages, we may infer that 
moderation is necessary. Proverbs 
23:20-21 says: “Do not join those 
who drink too much wine or gorge 
themselves on meat, for drunkards 
and gluttons become poor, and 
drowsiness clothes them in rags.” 
This passage goes on to describe 
the despair of those who live for the 
drink. Numerous accounts in the Old 
Testament also indicate the effects of 
drinking to excess. The shame of 
Noah, Lot, and Lot’s daughters is a 
common example. 

Turning now to the Pauline letters, 
we see that drinking was one of the 
struggles the early church faced, 
Paul addresses the idea of Christian 
liberty directly in Romans 14, 1 
Corinthians 8, and 
1 Corinthians 10. 
In these passages, 
he states explicitly 
that what is best 
is the good of 
others. In our case 
this means that 
drinking, though 
not wrong in itself, 
becomes wrong 
when through it 
we fail to exhibit 
the renewing power of Christ, or 
we tempt another against his or her 
conscience into drinking to excess. 
No doubt many have experienced 
the feeling of needing to “catch 
up” to the people we are with, or 
thought, “Well, if they can handle 
another one, surely I can too” out of 
some feeling of inferiority. There are 
others who can barely watch another 
person have a drink, even from far 
away, without being tempted to do 
likewise. 

There is a responsibility for all 
those who drink to test themselves. 
They must ask, “Does God want me 
to have another beer, or is it merely 
my own feeling that it will make me 
more socially acceptable?” There is 


Drinking, though not 
wrong in itself, becomes 
wrong when througl 

it we fail to exhibit 
renewing power of 
Christ. 


Dan 
rink 


ity to keep an eye 
be able to say, “I 
enough,” and to 
that said. 


understand that 
eve, not a right. 
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also the responsil 
on each other — t 
think you've ha¢ 
listen when you f 
Also, we mut 
drinking is a pri 
Laws of the land, such as those 
stating that it is Heyal to purchase 
or consume alcohol outside of one’s 
home under a @ftain age, are in 
accordance with God's own law, and 
ought to be observed accordingly. 
Laws that say that you must be 
prepared to ye your age are 
likewise to be followed. After all, 
the governments Over us have been 
picked by the Lord’s hand, and we 
are to submit to their rule. 
Redeemer students, we can be 
thankful that aleohol consumption 
off campus is 
» not prohibited, 
as it is at many 
- other — schools. 
Yet each student 
here has signed a 
code of conduct 
from Student 
Life, and these 
signatures are 
binding before 
God and before 


™ peers. Thus, 
remember that drinking alcohol is a 
privilege, and take it off campus. It 


is not a sin to refrain from drinking; 
it is a sin to go against your word. 
Let your yes be yes, and your no, no 
— anything beyond this comes from 
the evil one. 

Finally, abide by these words: “The 
man who has doubts is condemned 
if he eats, because his eating is not 
from faith; and everything that does 
not come from faith is sin” Romans 
14:23. If you go out to drink, do so 
to the glory of God, and see to it that 
you glorify him while you do so. If 
you don’t drink, let your actions to 
the glory of God. Do not let your 
drinking habits, or any others, 
separate you from God. « * 


“Uncovered” Act Misunderstood — 


Dear Editor, 
I would like to make a few points 


of clarification concerning the 
article written about “Uncovered 
Il” (“Uncovered II’ Showcases 


Students’ Music,” Feb. 11). I had 
the pleasure and privilege to play at 
this event and would like to make a 
comment about the paragraph in the 
article that was devoted to my song. 

For the reader’s convenience I will 
include the lyrics. 


“Dead End” 


There’s a hot air balloon, floating in the 
sky 
it reminds me of your mouth and lungs 
the way you breathe words into nothing 
the way they disappeared but they 
stung 
I don’t remember the point where you 
flew so high 
One sharp object to puncture then you 


die 
plummet down 
to the ground 
how can you say you're fine when 
you've made your own dent in the 
sidewalk? 
fishy jump and fishy swim, fishy full 
and breathing in 
fishy floating belly up, fishy wallow in 
ocean sin 


This song is not about death. I used 
death as a metaphor for when people 
misuse language, then suffer the 
consequences: severed relationships, 
guilt, shame, just because of words. 
There is also nothing in the song 
about dying birds. 

When I read the paragraph 
pertaining to me I had to laugh. 
What I do not understand is that 
during my interview I explained 
what the song was about. I thought I 
was pretty clear, but perhaps not. 


On another level, | would like 
to thank Amy for writing what she 
did. It shows that I accomplished 
something in my writing. I don’t 
believe that using morbid (or 
seemingly morbid) themes is 
generally a bad thing. Everyone has 
to deal with emotionally, spiritually 
and physically hurtful things and, 
by using such powerful themes as 
death, the song can bring a more 
passionate response than if I just 
sang about a person who offended 
someone else. 

I would like to thank and 
congratulate all who were involved 
in that evening. I enjoyed hearing 
what others have to say through 
their music, and I hope they all 
continue to be true to themselves in 
their writing. 


- Bonnie Sutherland 


Kyoto and Christian Mandate Not Exclusive 


Dear Editor, 

I read with interest the articles 
both for and against Kyoto in the 
February 11" issue of The Crown, 
and have a few thoughts to share, 
especially in response to “Kyoto: 
Doubtful and Contradictory.” I 
am pleased to see that people on 
both sides of the issue recognize 
the importance of environmental 
stewardship. The difference lies in 
our views of how we as Christians 
should act. I would like to share a 
few of my views on the topic. 

First of all, I will agree that 
at least some of the “science 
behind the Protocol is stil] being 
disputed.” There is little doubt 
that atmospheric concentrations 
of carbon dioxide CO, (along 
with many other pollutants) have 
risen along with industrialization. 
Atmospheric CO, concentrations 
will most likely continue to rise 
in the future, simply because the 
world population is increasing 
and because certain countries are 
industrializing, following the West's 
model, at a rapid pace, However, 
there is not 100% agreement with 
regards to what effect increased co 
concentrations will have on average 
global temperatures, weather 


patterns, sea levels, etc. With this 
said, it should be noted that the 
majority of scientists believe that the 
data gathered to date point to global 
climate change. 

My question is this: do we, as 
Christians, wait to act until we 
have evidence that gives us “proof 
beyond a doubt” that global 
warming is occurring? Or do we 
acknowledge that there is strong 
evidence pointing to a problem and 
admit that we should act before harm 
is caused? It seems to me that as 
God's people, called to be caretakers 
of creation and called to love our 
(global) neighbours, we should act 
to avoid future problems rather than 
waiting to act until harm has been 
caused. 

Secondly, I would like to respond 
to the suggestion that “the Kyoto 
Protocol can be challenged as 
fundamentally contradicting the 
creation mandate.” This argument 
suggests that our call to unfold 
creation unavoidably leads to higher 
atmospheric CO, concentrations. If 
this is true, then what we've been 
commanded, to both unfold creation 
and yet protect it, is impossible! I 
believe that creation can be unfolded 
in ways that differ from the path that 


western society is now following. 
In his book, Pollution and the Death 
of Man, Franeis Schaeffer suggested 
that the root Causes of many of our 
environmental problems are haste 
and greed. If We were to readjust our 
priorities — tonot act with such haste, 
and to be willing to spend money in 
order to reduge CO, emissions (e.g. 
spend more for wind or solar power, 
construct buildings that require less 
energy to tun, and support public 
transportation) — I truly believe that 
we could Id creation and avoid 
global warming at the same time. 
So, is Kyoto worth supporting? 
It is not pe , but right now if is 
the only g!@bal accord in existence. 
If global Warming is happening, 
the steps taken by countries that 
have signed on will be the first 
ed to begin tackling this 
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Raising the Bar 


Pub etiquette for 
Redeemer students 


BY RACHEL BAISI 


My nameis Rachel Baisi, and I work 
with Lindsay Adams at a little pub 
downtown. We have been employed 
with this pub for over a year now, 
and during that time it has become 
one of the Redeemer hangouts. For 
the most part, we are glad to see 
our fellow students occupying the 
seats in the pub where we work; 
generally, Redeemer students are an 
excellent witness to our largely non- 
Christian base of regular customers. 
There are, however, a select few 
who compromise the good vibe that 
Redeemer students carry with them. 
So Lindsay and I have decided to 
make a helpful pub etiquette list for 
those of you who may be unsure of 
what actions are appropriate. 

Before I begin, I want to make 
it clear that this is not an article 
about drinking. I cannot control 
the amount of alcohol that people 
decide to drink when they enter our 
pub. Because people can become 
intoxicated from different amounts 
of alcohol — depending on their body 
weight, height and tolerance etc. — it 
is hard to judge if someone has had 
too much to drink. There are some 
that can consume five pints and not 
feel a thing, while others feel tipsy 
from just one. If students choose to 
intoxicate themselves while I am 
behind the bar, then that is their 
prerogative and there is little 1 can 
do to control it. This article is about 
etiquette, not drinking. I felt that if I 
tackled drinking it would take away 
from what I want to say. However, 


booted out. 

2) Please bring your ID. If you 
cannot produce valid government ID, 
you will not be served. Period. I don’t 
care if you are in one of my classes; I 
don’t care if you are a fourth year; I 
don’t even care if you are a professor. 
We cannot serve you without an ID, 
even if we know you, because if the 
Liquor Control Board comes in and 
starts carding people, they don’t take 
our word for it, they just start writing 
fines. If you don’t have an ID, we get 
fined. So don’t even bother walking 
through the door without one. As 
a general rule, it’s probably a good 
idea to have an ID on your person. 
How are you driving? Don’t you 
need a license? Just carry an ID, 
there’s no reason not to. 


The Law of Decorum 

3) Please don’t be belligerent. We 
are aware that not everyone in the 
student body will take this article 
seriously, and some minors will still 
try to get in. If we ask you to leave, 
please attempt to show some of what 
your school stands for, and leave 
immediately and graciously. Please 
do not take time to say goodbye to 
your friends. You have been caught; 
every moment that you remain in 
the pub after having been asked to 
leave is another moment that you 
are overtly disobeying the law and 
putting the owners in danger of a 
fine. 

4) Please respect your school. As I 
said earlier, this is not an article about 
Christians and drinking. However, if 
you decide to become intoxicated at 
our pub, please do not sport your 
Redeemer swag. Getting drunk is 
your decision, and the consequences 
are yours to deal with. However, 


wearing Redeemer clothing pulls ' 


I also felt that this issue another party into 
demanded a more your _ decision, 
thorough inquest ao and makes a 
into Chtlstiana and This is a plea to the spectacle that 
eo 2 gemagiane entire school. It is a le not pie ar 

is matter wi ellow students 
Jakob Vandorp, challenge to be salt appreciate. 
and he took up and light when you are Lindsay and | 
the challenge of are behind the 


writing his article 
as a partner to mine, 
So please take a 
moment to consider 
some kind requests. 


The Law of the Land 

1) Please do not come to our pub 
(or any) if you are under nineteen. 
Many students seem to assume that 
because Lindsay and I are fellow 
Redeemer students, we are willing 
to turn a blind eye to our underage 
comrades. Here are the facts: If our 
pub is caught serving alcohol to 
minors, the owners can be’fined up 
to $500,000. No, you may not be in 
the pub even if you are not drinking. 
No, you may not be in the pub even 
if you are accompanied by someone 
who is of age. If you are under age, 
you are not allowed to be on the 
premises. We do not enjoy turning 
you away. In fact, if you leave, we 
make less money from your lost tip. 
But this is the law, and we are called 
to respect it. Last month, Lindsay 
and I ejected over twenty Redeemer 
students who were underage, and 
we only work two out of seven days 
of the week. In my opinion, that is 
embarrassing. Especially when you 
consider that many of the regulars 
saw these actions and knew that 
Redeemer students were being 


responsibly enjoying a 
pint. 


bar all the time 
and, like it or not, 
we are in a ‘fish 
bowl as much 
as all Redeemer 
students. The regulars are constantly 
watching the people from Redeemer 
to see how students from a Christian 
university behave. I don’t think that 
public drunkenness is the image that 
we want burned in their memories. 

| apologize if I have been too blunt. 
I thought and prayed for a long time 
about this article, and I don’t want 
anyone to feel angry or singled out. 
This is a plea to the entire school. 
It is a challenge to be salt and light 
when you are responsibly enjoying 
a pint. I’m not writing this because 
I am annoyed and I want to vent. I 
am writing this because the regulars 
and owners have begun to raise 
eyebrows and ask questions. It’s 
disappointing that the opinion 
they have of Redeemer students is 
beginning to change for the worse. 
I simply wanted to say something 
before it got out of control. I write 
this article for the education of a few 
people, but I don’t want to offend 
the people who come in on a regular 
basis and make me proud to say that 
Iam from Redeemer. € * 
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Men and women 
share the blame 


BY STUART STAAL 


While I really hate writing this, 
I feel compelled to vocalize my 
concerns after engaging in endless 
conversation and struggle. It would 
seem that far too many ladies 
here on campus do not realize the 
necessity of modesty in both dress 
and behaviour, and it would seem 
that guys do not try nearly hard 
enough to steer clear of depravity 
in their thoughts and deeds. Since 
we are members of an academic 
institution, not a bawdyhouse, 
let’s all try to start acting as if this 
were the case. Some of these new 
clothing styles for women might 
cost a lot of money, but clearly it 
has nothing to do with the costs of 
raw material, since there is all too 
often a noticeable lack of it. And as 
there are two sides to every story, 
and I am not quite so bigoted as to 
pretend otherwise, I will attempt to 
spread the blame around a little bit 
— there is plenty to dispense. 

Firstly, a message to the guys, 
because I believe that we are 
called to be leaders, and that we 
are equally responsible. We need 
to quit blaming our difficulties in 
this matter on the members of the 
opposite gender in this community. 

\The real problem is our lack of 
commitment, and that we have 
failed to make a covenant with our 
eyes. 

We cannot claim that our sin 
‘is caused by the environment in 
which we find ourselves. Adam 
}pulled that stunt, and God was 
‘not impressed by it. If Jesus had 
a lustful thought when he was 
’ 


—E 


mingling with the unwashed, could 
he have blamed his surroundings? 
If you want to change the world, 
start with the self. To be what we 
are called to be, we should be able 
to walk these hallways looking our 
sisters in Christ in the eye no matter 
what they are wearing, and to give 
them the respect due to them as 
image bearers. 

Of course you will many protest 
that this is impossible. We are 
fallen, and we have hormones. I 
can hear the excuses already. Don’t 
give me that. I know, because I am 
guilty. When we fill our minds with 
trash everyday, and when it oozes 
from our filthy mouths as we joke 
around, is it not much wonder 
that our vision becomes tainted? 
That our mental processes become 
oriented in one specific direction? 
Some of us are ignorant enough to 
think that pornography is restricted 
to the medium of visual images. 
Cut out the dirty jokes, cut out the 
references, the innuendos and all 
other forms of crass behaviour. Stop 
gratifying yourself with that godless 
garbage that is imprinted onto 
your consciousness through the 
television set. Quit being cowards 
and hypocrites; grow a backbone 
and stand up for once. That would 
be a good start to unchaining your 
mind from the bondage of this sin. 
When we stand before the terrible 
God on judgement day, we will be 
judged for every idle thought and 
word. I'd like to see a little more 
effort and a lot less whining on the 
part of us guys. 

And a short note for women. 
This is something which I think a 
woman is perhaps better able to 
deal with than me, but I will say a 
few things. 

Don’t make it harder for us, 
please. These low-riding, tight, 


— Fasting for Lent? 


Don’t Tell Me About It 


Announcing your 
sacrifice defeats 
the purpose 


BY STEVEN VELDKAMP 


As we move into Lent, I would like 

‘to exhort the Redeemer community 
for the sake of the Lord Jesus Christ 

to keep in mind several principles 

of personal acts of worship, such 

as fasting. By forgetting that Jesus 

' Himself regulated the attitudes with 
“which we should approach God in 
matters of fasting and prayer (see 


- Matthew 6), we allow ourselves to 


‘ believers 


develop sinful motives. Fasting for a 
time can bring one closer to God, but 
it can also become a source of pride, 
“complaint, and personal assurance. 
These can be to the detriment of 
the person practicing it as well as 
for those also in the church who are 
not involved with Lent and may not 

’ even know what it is. 
I am frequently told by fellow 
from Redeemer _ that 
they've given up something for 
‘Lent. I can’t possibly know their 
motives for keeping Lent or why 


* they are telling me. Jesus reminds 


us, “Take heed that you do not do 


7 


; 


your charitable deeds before men, 
' to be seen by them. Otherwise you 


~ have no reward from your Father 


j 
: 


of personal discipline before God, 


‘ in heaven (Matthew 6).” If fasting 
for Lent is supposed to be a matter 


there may be something sinful in 


‘ letting everyone know what was 
g ry 


* given up; if this is true, there is a 


, need for repentance. 


The set 40-day length sanctioned 


” by churches which practice Lent may 
© also be worth questioning. Consider 
' : ‘ 

* whether it would be right announce 


” 
: 


‘how much one puts in the offering 
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plate Sunday morning. Thatsomeone 
is giving a certain percentage — or 
not —- ought to remain between that 
person and God. Perhaps Jesus’ 
words elsewhere are meant to apply 
to other personal acts of worship, 
such as fasting: “But when you do a 
charitable deed, do not let your left 
hand know what your right hand 
is doing” (Matt. 6:3). The principle 
concerning giving is not ten percent, 
but generosity that comes from a 
cheerful heart. If our fasting relied 
more on our relationship to God 
than on the standards of Lent, 
there would be less of an urge to 
hint at, much less declare what we 
are doing, which Jesus clearly and 
undeniably forbids. 

There is another, more urgent 
danger that persons who practice 
Lent have made possible. This 
is the danger of leaning on our 
own strength to do good works. 
Hopefully no one associated with 
Redeemer believes that justification 
is a human work, but I know that 
I once wrongly assumed the good 
works we do as Christians are a 
matter of our own will. Both of these 
misconceptions steal glory from our 
Lord. However, the same Saviour 
who works life in us also works 
righteousness in us, so that the 
strength of our holiness lies in Him. 
To assume that our own sacrifice in 
Lent helps us spend more time with 
God is to deny the renewing power 
of the Spirit of God. His power is 
readily available to enable us to 
fellowship with Him, apart from our 
participation in Lent. 

Please seriously consider these 
things whether or not you follow 
this tradition, since worship in 
any manner is not trivial. Relying 
on the embodiment of the gospel, 
Jesus Christ, for every aspect of 
our salvation is a matter which has 
eternal consequences. ¢ * 


Fox: 905-526-0732 


accentuating, midriff-baring, 
fashions are not conducive to 
healthy king in the male 
psyche. I am not going to go the 
typical route and plead for modesty 
in dress, although I do think that is 
important. Rather, I exhort you 
to dress with dignity. Dress what 
you are worth, You are not trash, 
or a chunk of meat, so don’t dress 


of God, othed with virtue, 
and radiant with honour. There 
is nothing wrong with looking 
beautiful; in fact, | encourage it. 


But don’t mista! 
what is beautifu 


help to discern, 


e what is paltry for 
i], And if you need 
don't fear to seek it. 


Ignorance is no shame, but refusal 
to seek wisdom is despicable. 

It makes me sick to no end when 
I walk down these hallways. I don’t 
know where the fathers of these 
students have been, but let me be 
a brother, and may you be brothers 
and sisters to me. Something needs 
to change, for it cannot continue 
like this. Males, guard your minds 
and your hearts, and control your 
thoughts and your passions. Only 
then can you be called a man. 
Females, be feminine, guard your 
honour, display your dignity, and 
become a woman. There needs to 
be solidarity in this issue. We need 
a total commitment, with no limit 


to the effort we are willing to put 
into it. This is a battle which will be 
fought and must be won at all costs. 
I am tired of all the hypocrisy. The 
time for excuses is over. Each of us 
needs to stand up and take account 
of ourselves, to look in the mirror 
at that face staring back and realize 
that change begins today and it 
starts with us. If you aren’t sorely 
tested, you are not doing enough. 
Take the log out your own eye so 
you can help take the speck from 
your neighbour’s. Failure on the 
part of anyone is a failure on the 
part of us all. We are not sweating 
blood yet, so let’s all try a little 
harder. « ” 


Popping the “Redeemer Bubble” 


The line between 
real and perceived 
separation from 
“reality” 


BY JASON DUERMEYER 


It has been called a cocoon, an 
island, and a gated compound. 
Some have called it a crutch. While 
many images have been used to 
describe Redeemer’s on-campus 
community over the course of its 
relatively short lifetime, the least 
challenged and the most popular 
has been “the bubble.” According 
to a recent student-led study, 
the use of the bubble analogy to 
describe the community may be 
hampering Redeemer students’ 
faith development 

Based on insight obtained from 
intense one-on-one interviews with 
ten fourth-year ‘students during 
October and November, the study's 
final report exam 


ines the ways 
that students’ relationships with 
God are impa 


by attendin 
Redeemer for four #rme S. 

Numerous socidlogical factors 
uncovered by the study were 
shown to positively and negatively 
affect students’ relationship with 
God. The most harmful influences 
unveiled by the study seem to be 
linked to students’ use of bubble 
imagery to describe Redeemer’s 
on-campus community. 

Sam Frisk, chair of Activities 
on Student Senate, was recently 
asked to comment on what the 
bubble analogy implies. He said, 
“Calling Redeemer a bubble means 
that people see it as a place where 
the outside world has little or no 
influence, and we are protected 
from what lies outside our 
campus.” 

Similarly, the report argues that 
students who stick to the bubble 
analogy tend to assume — perhaps 
subconsciously — that the Redeemer 
community is encased in a shell 
that provides protection from the 
“real” or “outside world” and its 
evils. The bubble’s residents are 
presumed to be safe from harm 
while they live in their Christian- 
saturated environment that openly 
and undisputedly reveres the Bible 
and Christian ideals. 


Beware of the bubble’s imminent 


dangers 
Each of the students interviewed 
for the study described the 


Redeemer community as a bubble. 
None, however, seemed to have 
questioned the validity or far- 
reaching implications of the 
imagery. 

The analogy is, of course, more 
of a loosely-defined catchphrase 
than a_ carefully formulated 
metaphor. Like the interviewees, 
most students would probably 
not consciously agree with all that 
it entails. However, the report 
claims that the mere subconscious 
approval of the imagery has severe 
consequences, one of which is 
spiritual complacency. 

All ten students interviewed for 
the study reportedly admitted that 
they had struggled with spiritual 
complacency at some point 
during their stay at Redeemer. 
One interviewee explained, “I 
felt distant [from God] because 
scripture reading, worship, prayer, 


and time together with other 
Christians didn’t have same 
meaning ~ it just became something 
that I’m doing, instead of something, 


that has dire consequences and very 


strong implications.” 

While the report mentions 
several possible causes’ of 
complacency, there seems to be 
a strong link between spiritual 
stagnation and feeling overly 
secure in a so-called bubble, free 
of non-Christian opposition. A lack 
of acknowledgement or awareness 
of the sin that infects the campus 
lowers the community’s defenses 
against ungodliness, thereby 
discouraging the development of 
students’ relationship with God. 

The report goes on to argue that, 
if Redeemer is indeed removed 
from the so-called real world, then 
on-campus community living and 
extracurricular activities do not 
really offer students “real life” 
situations in which they may apply 
classroom knowledge. Rather, 
the student government and the 
school newspaper, for example, are 
superficial representations of life 
outside the bubble. 

Adherence to the bubble analogy 
causes students to feel intellectually 
unprepared to step into the “outside 
world” from an unreal microcosm in 
which they feel they have not been 
able to obtain practical experience. 
Allegedly, 
the fourth- 
year students 
interviewed for 
the study were 
nervous about 
their looming 
graduation 
date. The report 
suggests that 
students’ sense 
of ambivalence 
may be partially 
caused by the 
expectation that 
they will have 
to take an enormous step over the 
presumed gulf that separates the 
Redeemer community from the real 
world. 


No university is a bubble 

While the report argues that 
using bubble imagery to describe 
the Redeemer community is 
dangerous, it does not overlook 
the undeniable fact that most 
university students often feel a 
legitimate sense of dislocation from 
the rest of the world. Employment 
of the bubble analogy is not unique 
to Redeemer. Students at Tyndale 
University College are known 
to use it to describe their school. 
Samford University, a Christian 
institution located in Birmingham, 
Alabama, makes use of the imagery 
on its ‘Student Ministries’ website. 

The analogy is not unique to the 
Christian university scene either. 
The Cavalier Daily, an independent 
newspaper run entirely by 
students from the University of 
Virginia, frequently uses the image 
to describe their institution. A 
headline from their August 26, 2002 
issue, for example, reads “American 
Politics: A World Outside the 
College Bubble.” 

Use of bubble imagery to 
describe the university niche is 
widespread, and yet perhaps 
misleading. The study’s findings 
suggest that students’ sense of 
dislocation cannot be attributed to 
being removed from the so-called 
real world (and the evil that stains 
it), but rather to the simple fact that 
their consciousness of social reality 
tends to become very narrowly 
focused. 

Redeemer students, for 
example, often feel removed 
from reality simply because their 
thoughts and everyday activities 
are primarily centered on and 
in the Redeemer community, 


Redeemer students must 
guard themselves against 
the myth that they can 
avoid the world and its 
influences by pleading 
ignorance and vainly 
pointing their fingers at a 
bubble that exists only in 
their minds. 


respectively. The broader social 
context simultaneously fades into 
the background. Accordingly, the 
longer this narrow focus on reality 
is maintained, the greater the 
feeling of displacement from the 
rest of the world. 

Put simply, it is students’ 
consciousness of social reality that 
is bubbled—not the Redeemer 
community itself! 

Frisk remarked that the 
utilization of bubble imagery 
“implies quite a bit of naiveté on 
the part of students about the real 
world.” He continued, “We receive 
daily newspapers [and] students 
have ample opportunities to get off 
campus. If students feel that they 
live in a bubble, it is a bubble of 
their own manufacture.” 

Admittedly, although Redeemer 
students are not shut off from the 
“real world” and its sin, they do 
indeed experience some sort of 
protection or isolation. Students are 
at least partially shielded from the 
intense secularism that saturates 
much of postsecondary academia. 
And most are not directly exposed 
to many of the local community’s 
pains, which are typically only 
mediated through 
television, 
newspapers, and 
the internet, if they 
are mentioned at 
all. 

However, the 
sort of protection 
provided by 
the Redeemer 
community is 
nowhere near 
the sort of shelter 
offered by _ the 
analogous bubble. 


How to pop the misused bubble 
analogy 

Conclusively, Redeemer students 
may speak of feeling bubbled 
because of their narrow focus on 
social reality, but they may not 
speak of Redeemer itself as being 
a bubble, though students do 
indeed experience some measure 
of protection. If students truly want 
to describe their eventual escape 
from their bubbled consciousness 
of social reality, then the bubble 
analogy works admirably to 
describe this exodus. If, however, 
students wish to describe their 
departure from the concrete reality 
of the Redeemer community, then 
clearly the bubble analogy does not 
work. 

There are ways to pop the 
social consciousness bubble. The 
report suggests missions-oriented 
outreach and rigorous intellectual 
engagement with non-Christian 
ideas. Also, the media provide 
students with a window that 
overlooks the global scene. 

Samford University’s ‘Student 
Ministries’ web site also suggests 
ways to “burst the bubble.” Their 
list includes panel discussions and 
lecture series about pertinent world 
issues, internships in the broader 
community, small groups or 
clubs, and classroom lectures that 
examine non-Christian intellectual 
persuasions, 

Evidently, Redeemer has already 
taken a big step in the right direction 
in this regard. Nevertheless, the 
need for greater emphasis on these 
activities, and 


But more importantly, 


greater student 
involvement, are absolutely crucial. - 


students must guard ther sel nat 
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Seizing the Opportunity: Studying Abroad in Oxford 


RUC student relives 
overseas adventures 


BY ANDREA VREKEN 


Haunted castles, © monstrous 
cathedrals, ancient abbeys, 
Shakespeare: all part of a day in 
the life of a Redeemer student - a 
Redeemer student in England, that 
is. It has already been an entire year 
since I spent a semester in Great 
Britain, where I not only learned 
the country’s long and impressive 
history, but touched a part of its 
history as well. 

Growing up, I had _ always 
dreamed of traveling abroad. My 
faculty advisor, Dr. Loney, knew 
how desperate I was to travel, and in 
September 2002 he eagerly informed 
me about the new plan that Redeemer 
was working out with Atlantic 
Baptist University of New Brunswick 
(ABU). Since the program was still in 
its developing stages, I had to do a lot 
of research and emailing to find out 
exactly what was involved. 

Through close contact with the 
main conductor of the entire ABU- 
Oxford Program, Dr. Mantz, I found 
out the answers to most of my 
questions. I had to make sure that 
the courses I was to take in England 
would not only be transferable, 
but also would be beneficial to my 
degree. Redeemer’s registrar and staff 
were also very kind in helping me out 
in this area. With all the preparations 
and packing completed, I was in jolly 
ol’ England, on January 17, 2003. 

As an Art and English major with a 
History minor, I had been more than 
excited to take up the opportunity 
that lay before me. I had no idea what 
to expect from this trip, but I knew 
there would be lots of Shakespeare 
and Dickens, old buildings, tons of 
culture, and lots to learn. Oh yes, and 
a lot of traveling. Did you really think 
I would spend all my time studying? 


Never 


BY VERONICA WHITE 


Every morning I wake up, open 
my eyes, and say: “Alright! Another 
day and I’m still here!” This attitude 
is not that surprising when you 
consider that almost eight years 
ago I was diagnosed with a medical 
condition that could kill me at any 
time with no warning. My name 
is Veronica White, and I am a firm 
believer in the fact that everyone has 
a story. So, this is my story. 

I'll start at the beginning, when I 
was in grade six. Life was good, and 
filled with fun activities. There was 
nothing especially different about 
me or my family, and things were 
going pretty smoothly. Then I had a 
CT Scan in early July, 1996. I knew 
something was wrong when, after 
they took the pictures, they told me 
that I had to wait for a specialist to 
look at the films. Then they finally 
gave the news that would change my 
life forever: I had a life-threatening 
condition called an AVM. The 
doctors told me that I might need 
surgery even if I did have the other 
treatments for AVM. I refused to 
believe that I was now a girl with 
an AVM, something that could very 
well kill me at any moment. 

AVM stands for an arteriovenous 
malformation, and is a mass of 
incorrectly-formed blood vessels 
that shaped in my brain before I was 
born. It is rare, and is almost never 
identified before one of these “bad” 
blood vessels breaks, causing a 
hemorrhage in the brain and usually 
death or severe physical or mental 
handicaps. I was one of the “lucky” 
ones that was diagnosed before a 
bleed. I went through all of the three 
possible procedures to help the 
situation. First, during the summer 
in which they found my AVM, 
the doctors tried embolization (or 
gluing treatment) which reduced the 
size of the AVM, but did not get rid 
of it. Then the first bleed happened. 
| remember it as clear as anything — 
it was a Sunday afternoon, just after 
lunch. My sister, dad and I were 
planning, to go bike-riding together, 
SO we were out in the garage getting 
down our bikes when I got this 
terrible headache. I went back inside 


Don’t get me wrong, though; there 
was a lot of studying and reading 
to do. In fact, our days were packed 
solid from 10:00 am until 11:00 pm, 
Mondays to Fridays, with lectures, 
lecture tours, reading and studying 
at the Bodleian Library, and, dare | 
say, more lectures. I took a typical 
five-course semester, which included 
British History, Stuart Women, 
Intellectual Science, 17" Century 
Landscape Literature, and 18" 
Century Landscape Literature. I wrote 
ten papers that semester: one large 
paper (15-20pgs) and one written 
exam (8-10 pgs) for each course, in 
addition to smaller assignments and 
readings. It was no vacation, but 
careful management of time and 
work allowed for leisure activities 
such as shopping, exploring, touring, 
traveling, and simply going home 
early. Sundays were the only days off 
because Saturdays were usually filled 
with scheduled field trips to castles, 
cathedrals, abbeys, or towns. 

I will take a moment to mention 
here that the label “Oxford student” is 
a little misleading. I did not actually 
become an Oxford student. Instead, 
I was considered a visiting student 
from Canada and was granted the 
honoured privilege of using the 
Oxford University Bodleian Library 
and various other libraries. Also, I 
was not taught by Oxford professors, 
but by Canadian professors and 
Oxford graduate study students; 
however, | could attend any lectures 
that might be going on at any one of 
the universities. The main reason | 
was considered a visiting student was 
that England's educational system is 
completely different than our North 
American educational system. 

In addition, the other North 
American students and I did not 
live in Oxford while we were there. 
Instead, we lived in a little, quaint 
town called Charlbury, and thus took 
the train into Oxford every weekday. 
Not only did this save us money, but 
it also gave us the feel of English life, 


and sat down on the couch. Within 
the next few minutes, the headache 
got worse and worse, I became 
physically ill, and I was crying 
from the terrible pain in my head. 
My whole family went into denial. 
We refused to believe that it was a 
bleed, so it wasn’t until the next day 
that I sought medical attention. Two 
days later | had terrible pain in my 
neck and back as the blood from my 
brain went down my spinal cord. A 
very high fever followed, and I was 
extremely sleepy. When I finally got 
discharged, I remember thinking, 
“Thank God I'll never 
have to go through 


that again!” 

Then the doctors 
tried the second 
treatment, radiation, 


when I was in grade 
seven. It didn’t help 
me much, and _ it 
also caused caused a 
“progressive stroke.” 
By my grade eight graduation, | 
needed a full leg brace, but at least 
I was walking! I had severe right- 
sided weakness, so I had to teach 
myself to eat and write with my 
left hand. I kept refusing to wear 
my hand splint though, something 
my occupational therapist insisted 
would help my hand to function 
better. The reality of the situation 
hadn’t quite sunk in yet. 

With time the reality of the 
situation did sink in, though, and 
as I accepted it, things started to 
improve. I did not want to start 
grade nine in a wheelchair, so I 
worked really hard all summer at 
my physiotherapy at Erinoak. They 
knew just what to do to help me 
gain back the most strength possible, 
until I no longer needed a leg brace 
and could lead a fairly normal life. 

A normal life, that is, until a 
July night in 2001, when I was 
out with friends and a massive 
headache struck. With an AVM, 
the first signs of a bleed are the 
sudden onset of a major headache, 
then nausea or vomiting and/or, 
lastly, unconsciousness. | dropped 
everything, told my friends that I had 
to get home right away, and took off 
on my bike. I rode home faster than 


The doctors gave little 
hope for me to live at 
first. It was then that b feeb on 
the miracles really 
started happening. 


as the majority of British citizens take 
a train to work everyday. Moreover, 
it was fun to live in the beautiful, 
quiet countryside, and it gave us 


field trips included all the nearby 
Cotswold towns, Stonehenge, Tintern 
Abbey (Wales), Cambridge, Bath, 
Stratford, old mansions, Roman ruins, 


opportunities to cathedrals, 
fas ae se various Tt is not every day that eases sha 
townsfolk, an ondon. 

While there, Ilived you can read a book by We also went 


with three other girls: 
two ABU students 
and a student from 
Acadian University. 
The four of us lived 
in a catering cottage 
in the countryside, 
about a 20-minute walk from the 
centre of Charlbury. There was a 
group of guys living beside us on 
the farm, and another group staying 
at Dr. Mantz’s house, while the rest 
lived individually with host families 
in town. 

The Saturday field trips were 
especially memorable. Obviously 
these field trips were not simply for 
touring, but full of information, as 
Dr. Mantz always seemed to have 
a lecture prepared for them. The 


Tolkien and then sit in the 
same pub as he sat, or 
walk into a building built 

in 1000 A.D. 


to Stratford to 
see two plays: 


The Lion, the 
Witch, and the 
Wardrobe and 
The Taming of 


the Shrew. There 
was also a reading break in which I 
had an opportunity to travel on my 
own schedule. 

I think one of the most amazing 
parts of the Oxford experience was 
the fact that anything I learned in one 
course integrated with another course 
and with the British culture. Even 
beyond this, I was able to see and/or 
feel what I learned. For example, we 
would not just read about a poem that 
described a garden, but take a walk in 
that particular garden and see exactly 


a 
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Redeemer annually join others from across Canada for a sem 


what the poet had been inspired by. 
Nowhere else can you find a library 
as extensive as the Bodleian Library, 
or experience studying in a place 
where great scholars once studied. 
It is not every day that you can read 
a book by Tolkien and then sit in 
the same pub as he sat, or walk into 
a building built in 1000 A.D. Sure, 
the experience was a tad expensive, 


but the amount of knowledge 
and wisdom that I accumulated 
in Britain was priceless. | would 


definitely spend the money and go 
again if I had the chance. Nothing 
can compare to this experience. I 
recommend it to anyone who has a 
longing for adventure and a deep 
love of learning. 

For more information on course 
descriptions, credit transfers, or just 


general questions about England 
or anything related to the program, 
feel free to contact Dr. Bowen 
(dchowen@redeemer.on.ca) or me 
(avreken@redeemer.on.ca). « * 
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SUBMITTED BY ANDREA VREKEN 


ester in 


Oxford, England, for historic sightseeing, a taste of the local culture, and studying in Oxford facilities. 


is humanly possible, praying all the 
way that God would let me make it 
home alive. Somehow I managed to 
make it home, but I passed out just 
minutes after I arrived at the house. 
An ambulance picked me up and 
drove me to the nearest hospital, 
where | was stabilized and then put 
back into the waiting ambulance and 
transferred to The Hospital for Sick 
Children in Toronto. 

The doctors gave little hope for 
me to live at first. It was then that the 
miracles really started happening. 
My mom later told me that she had 
asked one of 
them if they 
thought there 
would be any 
permanent 


damage. He 
looked at her 
with a strange 
look and 
said that was 
the least of our worries just then! I 
surprised them with my recovery, 
which was a result of all the people 
praying forme, my family by my side 
encouraging me day and night, and 
my friends Visiting me almost every 
single day in the hospital. Although 
I could not begin school with my 
friends, | undertook the great task 
of getting better, to the point where 
I would be walking again. This was 
helped immensely by the Bloorview 
Macmillan Children’s Rehabilitation 
Centre, where I stayed from the day 
I got discharged from Sick Kids 
until December 21st, 2001. They 
had me in therapy from nine o'clock 
every weekday morning until four 
or four-thirty in the afternoon. It 
was immensely tiring and a lot of 
hard work, but they got me from a 
wheelchair to a walker. Then, when 
I left and continued to work hard on 
my own, | went to a quad cane, then 
to a single cane, then to no cane. 

The night that I had that last bleed, 
I had what I now call a “Totally 
awesome near-death experience.” 
I could see myself walking along 
a long, wooded path. I walked to 
what appeared to be the end of the 
path, and then I saw a man standing 
there just ahead of me. I went up to 


him, said hello and asked what I was 
doing there. He replied with a hello 
and said that I had to go back. When 
I asked him why, he simply replied 
that it didn’t matter and that I still 
had work to do. He walked with 
me about halfway back and sent me 
the rest of the way by myself. After 
that I woke up in the hospital. Going 
through a spiritual experience like 
that changed my life. Back in my 
“rebellious teen” days, I used to 
think about things like running 
away from home, and it influenced 
my decision-making skills, which 
weren't very good to begin with. I'd 
tell myself that I might die tomorrow 
and then my parents would be sorry 
they treated me the way they did! 
The truth was that I felt sorry for 
myself. In hindsight, | now regret a 
lot of the things I said and did, but I 
know that I can’t change the past. 

I no longer think about running 
away, my friends are now only 
the best people, and I'm through 
with lying and cheating. I try my 
best to do the right thing and to 
help other people, and it makes 
me feel good inside to see how 
far I've come in such a short time. 
My attitude towards life has really 
started to change since then, too. 
Now, instead of feeling sorry for 
myself, I've decided that there must 
be some reason for my survival. I 
also see that life is to be enjoyed, 
no matter how long or short mine 
will be, and that anyone can make a 
difference. After leaving Bloorview 
I decided that someone needed to do 
something about the lack of research 
or knowledge of AVM. | started my 
own foundation to raise money for 
research at Sick Kids, and for raising 
awareness through a _ program 
at Toronto Western Hospital. All 
throughout my OAC year of high 
school, I tried to make my difference 
in the world, First it was just by 
doing things like helping the school 
chaplain, and participating in the 
Walk 4 Justice and the Fast 4 Action. 
Toward the end of the school year, I 
started applying for scholarships to 
help pay for my dream of going to 
university. I did get some, including 
ones like the Terry Fox Humanitarian 
Award, the Sharing the Spirit Award 


Give Up Hope: A Story of a Miracle 


of Excellence, and the Spirit of 
Inclusion Award. I also received the 
Diana Thomson Award, given to me 
at Erinoak. They gave me a cheque 
and even had a little celebration for 
me afterwards. I was very pleased 
when I found out about these 
awards, and my parents told me 
that they were very proud. So now 
I figure I’m pretty much ready for 
university, and I feel ready to take on 
the world! My plans for the future, 
while still unclear, look promising. 
I might be a music therapist at an 
establishment such as Bloorview. I 
might be a teacher. I might even be 
a social worker and help kids who 
have to go through things like what 
I've gone through. I’m not quite sure 
what I'll end up doing yet, but I do 
know that it will be exciting, and | 
feel ready to handle anything life 
may throw my way. 

My story has a happy ending, 
too--I was scheduled for surgery on 
Wednesday the 30th of July this year. 
In one of my MRIs, they found that I 
had an aneurysm right in the middle 
of my AVM, and a small blood vessel 
underneath that worried them as 
well. On the 25th of July, I went in 
for an embolization procedure to 
try to glue the blood vessels and the 
aneurysm. However, the aneurysm 
had disappeared, and the blood 
vessel had shrunk and dried up! | 
went in for surgery the following 
Wednesday, and a few hours later, 
I was proclaimed...cured! Ever since 
the moment that I was proclaimed 
AVM-free, I’ve been trying to do one 
main thing — live. Every morning 
now I wake up and thank God 
that I’m still here to enjoy another 
day. My fundraising will hopefully 
continue to grow. The feeling | get 
from seeing the difference that I’m 
making is truly an awesome one, 
Knowing that people now know my 
story and want to help me make that 
difference is an amazing feeling as — 
well. So, remember that you, too, can 
make a difference. Look around you 
and see what needs to be done, and 
then do it. And, most importantly, 
never give up hope! «? . 


“Real world” 
placement a windfall 
for résumé, wallet 


BY IAN CUBITT 


What can you get out of 
Redeemer’s co-op program? An 
impressive résumé, time off from 
academic studies (while still being 
considered a “full-time student” by 
OSAP), business connections, real- 
life experiences, confidence and 
experience when entering the job 
market, greater understanding in 
classes, direction for your career, and 
cash. What more could you ask for? 

I have been on two co-op 
placements through Redeemer, 
and I highly recommend the co-op 
experience to anyone who asks me. 
I came to Redeemer with an interest 
in business, but I did not know how 
I wanted to use the skills that I was 
developing once I graduated and 
had a job. Not only that, but I did 
not have a good idea of what area 
of business I should focus on in the 
remaining classes that I had to take 
in university. My co-op placement 
was a help to me regarding both 
of these areas. When I started the 


Who Wants 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 


complicated than I had first thought, 
and that the guides were going to be 
indispensable. 

Anxious to hit the trail, our gung- 
ho group arrived at the kennel bright 
and early on Sunday morning to 
meet our dogs and pack our sleds. 
The dogs were a lot smaller than 
the monstrous beasts I had been 
expecting. Though they were mostly 
solid muscle, the dogs only weighed 
about 35-40 Ibs., and Sally, my lead 
dog, only came 
up to my knees. It 
was hard to believe 
that six of these 


able to drag a sled 
that, including 
riders, weighed 
over 400 Ibs. I soon 
discovered that 
these dogs would eagerly run all 
day for us and didn’t understand the 
meaning of the word, “Stop!” 

With our sleds packed and our 
dogs harnessed, barking furiously, 
and nearly choking themselves 
with their desire get on the trail, 
we were ready to go! We spent the 
next three days riding and running 
through some of the most beautiful 
country I’ve ever seen. We covered 
approximately 30-35 kilometres a 
day, mostly on trails used exclusively 
by dogsledders. It was hard work; 
we all spent a lot of time huffing and 
puffing as we chased our sleds up 
hills, which seemed to have no end. 
Even while we were stopped on the 
trail for a drink, someone needed to 
be pushing down hard on the brake 
to keep the dogs from taking off. I 
quickly found myself shedding a few 
of the five layers I had put on when 


If you keep 
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It was hard to believe that 
six of these little huskies 
little huskies were were able to drag a sled 
that, including riders, 
weighed over 400 Ibs. 


Short-Cycle Solutions# for a 


process of finding a co-op position, 
I had interviews with a publishing 
company, and with Brownlow & 
Associates, a Chartered Accounting 
firm in Ancaster. Brownlow & 
Associates offered me a job, and 
I ended up working there for two 
eight-month placements. 

While I can givea lengthy overview 
of what I learned while working 
there, its value would be limited since 
many people 
considering co- 
op placements 
are not interested 
in accounting. I 
had no previous 
experience in 
accounting, but 
when I finished 
my placement | 
knew it held a 
lot of interest for 
me. In addition 
to giving a clearer direction to my 
studies, my experience working 
in “real-life” business gave me 
an advantage in the classes that I 
took after completing my co-op 
placement. 

The impact of related experience 
on a résumé is huge. When I had my 
supervisor at Brownlow & Associates 
proofread my résumé, he told me to 
put my co-op experience at the top, 


The value of co- 
op experience when 
marketing yourself and 
your skills to a prospective 
employer should not be 
underestimated. 


be 


above my cation information, 
because many employers are more 
interested in the experiences that a 


person has than the specific courses 
they have ta This isn’t always 
true, but the value of co-op experience 


when marketing yourself and your 
skills to a spective employer 
should not be underestimated. Many 
of the skills that I learned in my co- 
op would be valuable to employers 
he if I decided 
_ that Chartered 
Accounting was 
not right for me. I 
ie students who 

ave decided after 
a co-op placement 
‘that they do not 
want to enter the 
industry in which 
they had _ their 
placement, yet are 
still able to transfer 
many of the skills learned in that job 
when they begin to work in another 
company. 

The process of obtaining a co-op 
position starts in a student’s second 
year. Bill Brown is Redeemer’s co- 
op coordinator, and he meets with 
students who are interested to 
determine what type of position 
or industry they are interested in 
gaining experience. Bill will do all 


Spring? Not Dogsledders 


we first set out. Yet the steady pace 
kept our minds focused on the task 
at hand, and the time flew by. 

The thrill of being pulled though 
the wilderness with no sound but 
the breathing of the dogs and the 
runners cutting through the snow 
cannot be put into words. It was 
not like anything that I have ever 
experienced. I was amazed by our 
ability to harness the power of 
an animal to travel at speeds not 
possible by a person. In a strange sort 
of way, I also felt a kind of bond with 
those who at one 
time relied almost 
exclusively on 
dogs as a means 
of transportation 
in the winter. 
And though most 
of our attention 
was spent trying 


to keep our 
dogsleds on the trail, our pace, 
which was slower than that of 


snowmobilers, allowed us more time 
to take in the often breath-taking 
scenery as it passed by. The beauty of 
the wilderness added immeasurably 
to the experience. 

Since the focus of the trip was 
on dogsledding and not on winter 
camping, our accommodations 
were luxurious (I was particularly 
impressed with the styrofoam seat in 
the outhouse). The large canvas tent 
we stayed in had raised platforms 
with foam pads for sleeping on, 
and two wood stoves to keep us 
warm as temperatures dipped below 
-35C, Our guides even got up every 
two hours at night to stoke the fires. 
The food was spectacular: there 
were nearly unlimited amounts 
of steak, potatoes, chicken, and 
pancakes to appease our hunger. 


looking back 


look f 


There is nothing like chewing on a 
well-seasoned chunk of meat after 
a long day of running on the trail. 
Camp wasn’t just a place to relax, 
however — there were chores to be 
done. After coming off the trail, 
we all spent a few hours cutting 
wood, hauling water from the river, 
feeding dogs, cooking, and doing 
dishes. There was a reason most of 
us went to bed at nine the first night. 

Though the crash course we 
received from the experienced guides 
at Chocpaw adequately covered 
the basics of ot the trip 
was not pulled off vgithout a hitch. I 
still have a clear picture‘in my mind 
of Phil desperately clinging to the 
back of a runaway sled, and I think 
that everyone on the trip crashed his 
sled at least once. The sled Rod and 
I were using began to come apart 
after the second day and we spent 
the latter part of the trip trying to 
keep our unsteerable sled upright 
as we careened down hills. One of 
our guides even needed to perform 
mouth-to-mouth resuscitation on an 
asphyxiating husky (Kipper) who 
had suddenly collapsed on the trail. 

Yet, despite all the mishaps, or 
perhaps even because of them, by 
the third day we all felt like world- 
class mushers ready for a bigger 
challenge. (I can hear the Iditarod 
calling my name.) 

Warm temperatures may appeal 
to some people, but after mushing 
for three days, I don’t think anything 
can compare to dogsledding. I could 
have easily spent another three days 
in the bush. As it was, when I wasn’t 
sleeping, I spent the drive home on 
Tuesday evening thinking about 
watching Iron Will and about the 
best way to hook up my Australian 
Shepherd toa sled. , » 


you can't 


orward 


Put your faith to the test. 


Get out there! 


Lost World 
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rings Big Rewards 


of the work to find an employer that 
has a useful job for each student. | 
highlight the word “useful” because 
neither the business program nor 
Bill Brown want to see a student 
get a co-op placement where their 
main responsibility is to operate the 
photocopier. Co-op is supposed to 
teach students about real-life business, 
and Bill Brown finds employers who 
ensure that this happens. 

Co-op has been a real blessing in 
my life. God has used this experience 
to shape the direction of my career, 
to give me a fuller understanding of 


Which are 
healthy, which are 
dangerous? 


BY NATALIE ARMSTRONG 
& LOUIZANDRE DAUPHIN 


Obsession. To some, it is merely 
a fragrance by Calvin Klein, but 
to others, it is the normal level 
of determination at which they 
approach the various pursuits of 
their lives. Some obsessions are 
safe and acceptable; others are 
dangerous and/or stupid. 

So what constitutes an 
acceptable obsession? Well, the 
ultimate good obsession would 
be, as Jesus said, to “Love the 
Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with 
all your mind” (Matthew 22:37). 
Question: Is any other obsession 
an unhealthy one? Although it 
could be debated, we believe the 
answer to such a question would 
be no. 


community 
involvement, 
and many other areas. In these 
cases, the issue is not about the 
obsession; the area of concern 
has to do with the motive behind 
it. If one seeks to maintain their 
health and to improve their 
physique for the sake of vanity, 
then the obsession is unhealthy 
and will lead to discontent. If a 
believer is obsessed with their 
physique, this will take their focus 
away from serving God. Don’t 
misunderstand, though: one must 
maintain the temple of God (1 
Cor. 3:16, 6:19-20), but one must be 
careful that that maintenance does 
not supersede service. 

As students at Redeemer, we 
have been called to continue our 
studies beyond a secondary school 


The Motley View 


Is There Value in 
Obsessions? 


Many people Obsessions can include ™uch of your 
are obsessed J time with no 
withmaintaining  @ relentless pursuit Of benefit to your 
oe rhe wealth or fame, or grand a ee life. 

. ‘ . u r 
in scholastic. time-wasting experiences opeccione win 
endeavours, (read: Snood). influence the 
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business, and to give me confidence 
as I head out into the job market. | 
believe that God uses all of our life 
experiences for a purpose, and my 
co-op experience is one that has 
made a very real difference in my 
life. I strongly encourage anyone 
who is able to participate in the co- 
op program to take advantage of this 
opportunity. If you are interested 
in learning more about co-op, you 
can email (icubitt@redeemer.on.ca) or 
phone me, or contact Redeemer co- 
op coordinator, Bill Brown (phone 
Student Life for details, x4228). 


level. As Christians, we have been 
called to work wholeheartedly 
in all that we do (Ephesians 6: 
7). Now, there is a point where 
we might begin to focus solely 
on excelling in school in order to 
get into grad school, or to secure 
a high-paying job. As Christian 
students we must beware of the 
temptation of devoting time to 
our studies, to the point at which 
they take away from our service 
to God. This might manifest itself 
as simply as skipping out on our 
daily devotions in order to direct 
more time to our studies. 

So, what is an_ unhealthy 
obsession? As mentioned earlier, 
these are ones that are dangerous 
and/or stupid, that become a 
distraction to our daily walks 
with Christ. These obsessions 
can include: devoting one’s life 
to taking unnecessary risks for 
the sake of “the rush” or further 
inflating one’s ego, a relentless 
pursuit of wealth or fame, grand 
time-wasting . experiences (read: 
Snood), and anything else that has 
been given too 


way we develop 

as people and 
function in society. We must 
remember that we are here to serve 
God and to seek after His will 
for our lives. Staying conscious 
of this fact, we encourage you to 
examine your life and determine 
the obsessions that you have. If 
these obsessions are in line with 
the ultimate good obsession, then 
pursue them wholeheartedly. 
On the other hand, if there are 
obsessions that are preventing 
you from holy service to our 
Heavenly Father, then it is time 
to re-evaluate your priorities and 
set them straight. Obsessions that 
are a result of the ultimate good 
obsession (Service to our Lord 
and Saviour, Jesus Christ) are not 
unhealthy. « * 
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Meet the Candidates: Senate Executive Elections 


BY BRIANNA HAMMER 


President: This person is the official 
contact between the administration 
and the students. He or she meets 
with the President of the University 
and sits on the Budget Committee as 
well as the Board of Governors, and is 
responsible for communication between 
these various groups and the students. 
Additionally, the President is expected 
to build up the Senate as a group. 


Karmyn Giesbrecht 

Karmyn is passionate 
about leadership and 
has a_ strong desire 
to represent the 
student body. She has 
previously served on 
Senate for a total of 
two years, as both a 
First-Year Senator and 
as Activities Chair. In addition to 
this, she served in many leadership 
positions prior to coming to 
Redeemer, including high school 
student council and as a student 
trustee on her local school board 


in Durham. Karmyn sees and 
understands the great growth 
and change that Redeemer is 


experiencing at this time and is 
excited to be a part of and to help 
facilitate that change. She also wants 
to make decisions that will positively 
impact students during this time of 
transition. 


Vice President: This office involves 
many responsibilities, including the 
organization of transit, elections, and 
student panel discussions, as well as 
fostering alumni relations and dealing 
with student concerns. 


Yolisa de Jager 

Yolisa wishes to 
pick up where current 
Vice President Rob 
Joustra will leave off, 
perfecting the bus 
system, while taking 
into account that the 
system is new and that 
some initiatory bumps 
need to be smoothed out. She will 
also seek unity among the student 
body, using school functions and 
retreats to unite the newer students 
of the double cohort with the older 
students. Yolisa hopes to develop 
new programs in addition to 
refining the Constitution to more 
aptly address the increasing student 
population and the number of 


students studying abroad. Yolisa 
considers time commitment and 
experience her greatest attributes for 
this position. 


Louizandre Dauphin 

— Louizandre hopes to 
encourage unity among 
the student body 
and to increase our 
involvement with the 
Ancaster community 
and our neighbouring 
universities and 
colleges. Refinement 
and continuation of the bus service, 
including the improvement of 
connections, isa positive contribution 
he hopes to make to the Redeemer 
community. Louizandre also hopes 


to increase student contact with 
alumni, allowing for discussion 
of life and opportunities after 


graduation, and also involvement 
with Redeemer after graduation. He 
possesses a drive to accomplish his 
goals and an interest in fostering a 
relationship with our neighbouring 
community. 


Jake Belder 


Jake currently serves 
on Student Senate as 
a General Senator. 
He wishes to develop 
the position of Vice 
President by increasing 
the administration’s 
involvement with 
the Senate, especially 
regarding to transit. He will refine 
the student transit fee, making sure 
that the money is going where it is 
supposed to and thereby making 
the bus service more effective. 
Additionally, Jake’s goal is to focus 
more upon student concerns, panel 
discussions, and alumni relations. 
He also wishes to involve Student 
Life in organizing more student 
panel discussions and work more 
closely with alumni and associations. 
Jake has been working closely with 
current Vice President Rob Joustra 
on Senate this year, and believes this 
considerable experience will assist 
him in taking on the role himself. 


Secretary: This position includes the 
responsibility of recording the minutes of 
Senate meetings for later discussion and 
also making them available for students 
and administration. In the past, the 
secretary has also been responsible for 
submitting articles to The Crown, 
updating the student body on Senate 
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events and decisions. 


Steve Crouter 


Steve is excited 


about bringing his 
experience and a 
different point of 
view to the 2004- 
2005 Student Senate. 
His past experience 
includes leadership 


positions on his high 
school music council and student 
council, including the position of 
secretary. He believes that this past 
experience will be a tremendous 
asset to Senate in the future year of 
change. Steve also believes that each 
candidate possesses a set of skills 
applicable to the job, and that he 
wishes to bring his own skills and 
fresh ideas to the table. His official 
campaign website can be found at 


www.sc4secretary.cjb.net. 


Emily Slotegraaf 

Emily currently 
serves on _ Student 
Senate as Secretary. She 
believes that, having 
served on _ Senate 
this year, she will 
best understand the 
changes that have bee.. 
made and the visions 
that inspired these changes. She cites 
experience and passion as her main 
gifts, as she knows exactly what she 
is getting into and would love to do 
it again. She is very proficient with 
organization and time management. 
Emily wishes to bring the talents she 
has accumulated over the past year 
back to the Senate, and also to help 
incoming Senators settle into their 
respective roles. 


Ashley Hayman 
——- Ashley desires to 
make. Redeemer a 
better neighbour for the 
| residential community, 
while using her role 
on Senate to encourage 
spiritual growth on 
campus. She _ wishes 
to be available and 
approachable for first-year students, 
as well as the student body at 
large. Ashley believes her gifts 
of organization, administration, 
stamina, and passion will benefit her 
if she serves in the role of Secretary. 
She enjoys encouraging others and 
serving the Redeemer community, 
and she will exert 100% effort to do 
so. Ashley encourages the students 
to contact her anytime at ext. 3110. 


The Treasurer of Student Senate is 
responsible for being the financial bridge 
between Senate and administration, 
and also between Senate and campus 
clubs. He or she must also hold clubs 
accountable to their budgets, and is 


responsible for the disbursement of 


funds. 


Andy Groen 


Andy has created 
a three-step platform 
for the position 
of Treasurer. First 
and _ foremost, he 
promotes financial 
integrity — meaning 
the conservative 


use of funds to avoid waste and 
unnecessary hikes in student 
fees. This includes honesty and 
hard work. Secondly, he wishes to 
standardize accounting procedures 
to make the transition easier for 
future incoming treasurers. Lastly, 
Andy wishes to see a Senate that 
models Christian leadership — this 
is important to him even if he is not 
elected to the Senate. Andy believes 
he has the experience for the job, 
as he has taken several accounting 
and finance 
good work ethic, prudence, and an 
adherence to standards. 


courses, possesses a 


Craig Vanderveen 


Craig, desires to be a 
leader for the school. He 
will work closely with 
the school and wishes 
to be approachable to 
the student body and 
to voice the concerns of 
students. He would like 
to see the Redeemer 
community grow together in faith. 
Craig cites approachability as one of 
his gifts, as well as past experience. 
He has taken on leadership roles 
and treasurer positions in other 
organizations in the past, including 
involvement in student government, 
and he wishes to bring his 
knowledge to Redeemer’s 2004-2005 
Student Senate. 


The Spiritual and Services Chair's 
mandate is to encourage spiritual 
growth on campus. 


Behn Bokma 

Behn enjoys 
interaction with others 
and desires to be 
increasingly involved 
lin the Redeemer 


to serve in the position 
of SASC, and strives to 
be as approachable as 
possible for the student body. His 
past experience includes coaching, 
participating in mission trips and 
City Kidz, as well as taking on 
leadership positions in various 
ministries including Vacation Bible 
School. 


Katie McBride 
wie ict Katie is interested in 
community outreach 
and evangelism and 
in striving to meet 
the practical needs 
of both Redeemer 
students and_ those 
in the surrounding 
area. She is excited 
about unleashing our potential for 
outreach and spiritual growth, and 
hopes to get others involved. Katie 
believes her leadership abilities and 
accountability will be an asset to 
Student Senate, as she hopes to build 
upon what SASC has accomplished 
over this past year. 


he ~ 


Annie Ling 


Annie desires to 
encourage participation 
in school activities, 
and to increase the 
awareness of students 
to upcoming events. 
She has a vision of 


service and growth and wishes to 
emphasize the difference that many 
people can make in the community. 
Annie also wishes to improve school 
unity and to be approachable to 
members of the student body who 
would like to get involved but do not 
know where to begin. Annie believes 
that her past experience on SASC 
and in Kidz Club has prepared her 
well for this position, and she looks 
forward to being the bridge between 
students and activities. 


The Activities Chair leads committees 
in organizing events such as Coffeehouse 
and Gotcha, and makes recommendations 
to the Senate as a whole. 


Natalie Armstrong 
Bi Tp ass (uraty Natalie 
serves as 
Senator, 


currently 
a First-Year 
and she 
would like to bring 
new events to the 
student body, such as 
concerts, motivational 
speakers, and 
involvement with other 
colleges and universities. However, 
she also wishes to keep many of 
the old traditions, mixing in new 
possibilities. She has _ previous 
experience with this position as she 
sat on the Activities committee this 
past academic year. Additionally, 
she enjoyed extensive leadership 
training in high school. Natalie 
believes that she is an excellent 
motivator and she loves the idea of 
getting people involved. 


increased 


Sam Frisk 


Sam currently 
serves as_ Activities 
Chair and wishes to do 
so again for the 2004- 
2005 school year. He 
loves being involved 
in Senate and the 
Activities committee, 
and if re-elected he 
would bring his past experience to 
the position. Sam wishes to make 
campus readily 
available to commuter students, and 
generally more accessible to all. Sam 
would also like to have the Activities 
committee work more closely with 
the Spiritual and Services committee 
in regards to some events, and he 
looks forward to adding wisdom 
and maturity in the planning of fun 
and exciting events for all Redeemer 
students. 


activities more 


Steve Dykstra 


Steve has _ been 

| incredibly inspired 
by his first-year 
experiences here at 


Redeemer and wishes 
to take on a leadership 
role, continuing 
Redeemer __ traditions 
and creating new ones. 
He believes the Activities committee 
should take responsibility in 
supporting and promoting all school 
events, not simply those put on by 
Student Life. He also believes he 
would be an excellent addition to 
Senate as an enthusiastic fresh face, 
and sees Senate as a group of people 
who love God and find freedom in 
leadership and having fun. ¢« ® 


“Angels and Mortals” week was as popular as usual this year, with colourful notes, candy, 


KARMYN GIESBREC HT 


flowers, and other gifts going back and forth across campus February 9-13. Above, Steve Dykstra serenades 


Christy Paterson. 
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BY ALAINA FRANKRUYTER 


The Amsterdam trip took place 
over the nine days of reading break. 
It was headed up by Eileen Fallon, 
and attended by Trish Curry, Alaina 
Frankruyter, Brian  Harskamp, 
Melissa Kuipers, Simon LeSieur, 
Marleah Moekler, Dylon Nofziger, 
Rose Rupke, Emily Slotegraaf, and 
Dave Vlasblom. 

We'd planned the Amsterdam 
trip for weeks; there were meetings 
to attend and funds to raise, Even 
though the trip was only a few 
days away, those few days felt like 
forever. Finally, Friday arrived and 
we boarded the plane, teased those 
who had never flown before, and 
headed over the ocean to Holland. 
When we arrived at the Schipol 
Airport in Amsterdam, Aleke 
Dekker met us. She immediately 


won us over by being so joyful and 
excited. We took the train to Centraal 
Station, lugged ALL of our luggage 
for twenty minutes and_ finally 
arrived at de Poort, the YWAM 
Building where we'd be staying. 
After the 68 stairs to our rooms, 
our journey had finally ended; but 
really, it had just begun. 

The eleven members of our team 
soon realized that this wasn’t going 
to be an ordinary sightseeing trip. 
Amsterdam was an_ interesting 
paradox. The city was beautiful with 
its tall, narrow apartments behind 
the miles of canal lengths running 
between the streets. At the same 
time, however, there were parts of 
the city that had been devastated 
by the perverting effects of sin and 
evil. 

So, our task now was to help 
out in any way we could. For a 


ZS, Aleke taught us 
what it’s like to be a 
city. Her insightful 


d church, the Oude Kerk 
to help revamp the building 

that had just been bought by 
YWAM as a ff 


studio in the building where 
Rik and Aleke Dekker lived. 


The studio was to be used 
as part of their outreach, for 
up and coming Christian 
bands from the Amsterdam 


area. For two nights we ran 
services at a drop-in centre 
church called The Cleft for 
homeless people and prostitutes in 
the heart of the red light district. 
We woh by Rik Dekker, 
in one of the most powerful 


¥, a a 


3 , = Mpa 


sear’ 


Building a deck with one of many grateful Port Gibson, Mississippi residents. The 20 students 


RENATA VAN OORD 


and 5 leaders on the annual mission trip were kept busy building, cleaning, and having fun 


with local children. 


: 


Reflections on ‘Sip Trip ’04 


Mission work in the 
American south 
blesses students 


BY RENATA VAN OORD & 
PETE VAN BRUINESSEN 


Wow, what an experience! Taking 
twenty students, five leaders, and 
one big yellow school bus on a 
24-hour road trip to Port Gibson, 
Mississippi proved to be one of 
life’s great adventures. From pulling 
out of Redeemer’s driveway on 
Friday afternoon on February 13, 
2004, to working on construction 
sites, sleeping in rather cramped 
quarters, getting up at 6:00 a.m. 
to prepare breakfast for 7:00 a.m., 
amazing devotions, laughter, unity, 
plenty of euchre, and arriving back at 
Redeemer on the following Saturday, 
our trip was awesome. 

Each student on the trip now knows 
every position that you can sleep in 
on a school bus. Even though the 
seats aren't the most luxurious, and 
you can’t lie down very comfortably, 
almost all of us managed to get some 
sleep. If we didn’t sleep, we listened 
to Karmyn talk to the bus driver - 
which at least half of the bus found 
very interesting. We had the pleasure 
of visiting numerous rest stops, with 
their stellar washroom facilities and 
wide array of junk food to satisfy 
our cravings. Our times on the bus 
were spent sleeping, playing euchre 
(Darren and Pete had the longest 
winning streak with 18 consecutive 
points!), singing praise songs, 
reading, talking, or just looking out 
the windows. 

We made it across the border with 
no problems even though we did 
have a Bolivian and an Englishman 
on board. We thank God for 
answering our prayers concerning 
that. Our bus drivers were amazing 
and got us to Port Gibson and back 
safe and sound, for which everyone 
was thankful. 

Port Gibson is a small town of 
less than 2000 citizens. Poverty is all 
around the city, and the way of life 
there is very different from what 

_ We are used to. It was strange to see 
houses that were almost uninhabitable 


with a nice, brand new car in the 
driveway. How do the satellites and 
big televisions fit in with a backyard 
full of garbage and mouldy food in 
the refrigerator? The town seemed 
lifeless, and that brought sadness to 
many in our group. Things just didn’t 
make sense. 

Our amazing leaders helped us 
get over our apprehension, Harry 
and Judy are fantastic people, very 
willing to serve. Harry was our 
master carpenter and Judy was 
one of our fabulous bus drivers. 
Jeannette also drove the bus and did 
a marvellous job. Matt and Jenn were 
there for us every step of the way and 
were supportive of all that we did. 
We are extremely thankful for all of 
the wonderful people who gave of 
their time and energy to make this 
trip as great as it was. 

The construction sites were also 
memorable. We were divided into 
groups of five, and we all went to 
different work sites. Each group had 
a good time working together, and 
got to know the people whose houses 


Rock Café - our group made it a very 
lively place! 

Block Party ‘04 was a huge success. 
Many kids came out and participated 
in basketball, swinging, hockey, face 
painting, beading necklaces, sidewalk 
chalk art and various other activities. 
Darren shared God’s love with them 
through witnessing and then we had 
a barbeque. The children there were 
so precious, we had a wonderful 
time with them. Christian Volunteer 
Services is a great organization, and 
we thoroughly enjoyed working 
for them. Jeannette Mahoney, 
who organizes everything, did a 
remarkable job and is incredibly 
kind. On two occasions meals were 
provided for us so that we didn’t 
have to cook, and the Methodist 
congregation allowed us to use their 
church as our “home” for a week. 
Everywhere we turned we were 
meeting more and more generous 
people. 

We all came back from Port 
Gibson having learned numerous 
things. Some of us aren’t the greatest 


they were working carpenters, but 
on. Stairs and we know more 
porches were built, Most of all we were able than we did 
garbage was picked to spend time helping our before we left. 
were fixed, cellings F€llOW brothers and sisters irr naring 
and floors were in Christ, whether they and good 
put in, houses were residents of Port pagemicns sige 
by moot Gibson, or the people on fs! ft our sin 
constructed. Each the trip with us. were prepared 
work site had _ its with love, and 


challenges, but by 

Friday everything we had set out 
to do was accomplished. At some 
sites the people who lived there 
even reminded us of some things 
God commands us to do. “Love 
everybody!” as Essie would say. 

We made various excursions to 
see the local sites and to experience 
some of the culture. Rifle pits were 
explored and ruins were visited. We 
went out for the traditional meal at 
the Cock of the Walk and spent the 
day in New Orleans. Spending time 
in New Orleans was a nice break 
from construction, and all of us 
enjoyed it. However, at times while 
walking down some of the streets, 
we felt burdened for the people. Sin 
was prevalent, which was sad to see. 
We did have a lot of fun though, and 
ended our night by going to the Hard 


shopping at the 
local Piggly Wiggly (the grocery 
store that had animal heads mounted 
on the walls) was a new experience. 
Most of all we were able to spend 
time helping our fellow brothers 
and sisters in Christ, whether they 
were residents of Port Gibson, or the 
people on the trip with us. 

We arrived back at school on 
February 21 with a lot of special 
memories and new friendships. 
We will all remember Matt eating a 
tea bag for $15 American, Mikey’s 
camera arm, Ben’s stellar euchre 
skills, forgetting Annie at the church, 
and Jenn’‘s enthusiasm for the name 
game, ‘Sip Trip ‘04 was a terrific 
time, and we thank you for all your 
prayers. «” * 


services I have ever experienced. 
We performed two dramas to the 
songs “Everything” by Lifehouse 
and “Obsession” by Delirious?, 
and were treated to two powerful, 
poignant and timely testimonies 


Amsterdam was an interesting paradox. 
The city was beautiful with its tall, narrow 
apartments behind the miles of canal 
lengths running between the streets. At 
the same time, however, there were parts 
of the city that had been devastated by 
the perverting effects of sin and evil. 


by Rose Rupke and Simon LeSieur. 
Afterwards, we had the privilege of 
engaging in conversation with the 
visitors of The Cleft. 

For the rest of the week we 
were involved in a number of 
outreach and evangelistic activities, 
from a seven hour walk through 
Amsterdam discovering some of 
the hangouts, to playing soccer with 
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Break in Amsterdam 


Moroccan-Muslim kids, to standing 
outside Centraal Station with a sign 
that read “Why do you live?” or 
“Weerom Leeft u?” and encouraging 
people to write their thoughts on 
the poster. 

Amidst the funny 
quotes, silly games, 
and memories of 
the Alto, Febo and 
Vlaamse Frites, there is 
something deeper that 
we took home with 
us. For some, it was an 
internal makeover, and 
for it was others a huge 
sense of God’s presence 
in our lives and the 
need for it in the lives 
of others. Physically, mentally and 
spiritually exhausted, we got on 
the plane to return home. We had 
walked miles along the streets of 
Amsterdam, and our hearts had 
been stretched. Our experience in 
Amsterdam was incredible, and the 
things we learned there will stick 
with us forever. « ” 


Connecticut Trip a 
Lesson in Mission 
and Friendship 


Religion 379 is 
a course these 
students won’t soon 
forget 


BY TRISH CURRY 


It began with nervous chatter, 
shy smiles, and curiosity on 
Sunday, January 4th. After packing 
(read squishing) the three trusty 
vehicles with our luggage and 
filling the rest of the space with 
fourteen bodies, we were ready to 
conquer the world of missions. As 
we headed to Connecticut for the 
OMSC (Overseas Ministries Studies 
Centre) seminars, only God knew 
how much our eyes were going to 
be opened, 

Although it took a few extra U- 
turns to finally locate the conference 
center in Madison, Connecticut, it 
was well worth the drive. Pulling 
into the center’s driveway, I think 
we were all shocked at how 
immense and impressive the place 
looked, definitely a place you could 
get lost in (I am living proof!). After 
being greeted by one of the nuns 
who worked there and finding our 
rooms, many of us began what was 
soon to be a nightly ritual: playing 
group games. If you have never been 
“traumatized” by Bob the Weasel or 
experienced the joy of being part of 
a Big Happy Family, you need to 
hang out with someone who went, 
and we can help you out. 

On Monday morning, we 
ventured out to New Haven to 
explore Yale University for a couple 
hours. It was a great opportunity to 
see such a prestigious Ivy-League 
School. I will admit that some of us 
were more impressed by the school 
than others, and one of us (who will 
remain nameless) even felt the need 
to take a sprig of ivy home. 

After recuperating from our 10 
hour drive to Madison and the 
trip to Yale, we finally “got down 
to business” on Monday afternoon 
with our first seminar. Grant 
LeMarquand, the keynote speaker, 
got things off to a great start with 
his lecture, “From Creation to New 
Creation: The Mission of God in the 
Biblical Story.” It was a nice recap 
of Religion 101, Other speakers at 
the conference focused on topics 
such as the role of peacemaking 
in Christian Mission, mission 
in the Orthodox tradition, the 
Globalization of Pentecostalism, 
and missions to the Islamic and 
Hindu world, A Catholic nun spoke 
about the promising work that is 
going on in China, and an American 
woman, Michelle Cummings, 
dressed in traditional Muslim attire, 
shared about her mission work in 
an undisclosed Muslim country. She 
did reveal that naming the country 
she was ministering in would place 
her husband and family in danger. 


The last oe ee nto us — 
by Dr. Evvy Hay Campbell. Her 


i 


talk, “Holistic Mission, Living Out 
the Great Commission and Great 
Commandment,” reminded us 
how God sometimes places little 
interruptions in our lives and we are 
quick to allow these interruptions to 
hold us down. However, through 
these interruptions, God wants 
to remind us that He is bigger 
than our personal plans and 
agendas. Dr Campbell’s message 
was an excellent finish to the 
many encouraging and insightful 
seminars! 

Although we all really enjoyed 
the seminars, what seemed to 
be even more eye-opening to us 
were the many discussions and 
friendships that we formed with 
the speakers and the others at 
the conference. Meal times, free 
time and the Thursday night 
“interest groups,” in which various 
attendees of the conference spoke 
about their mission organizations 
and experiences, helped make it 
possible to get to know one another. 
It was such a blessing to meet so 
many people from so many places! 
Some of the countries represented 
were Ethiopia, Malawi, Tanzania, 
Nigeria, Burma, Malaysia, South 
Korea, North Korea, Brazil and 
Afghanistan. 

On our free weekend, we had 
the opportunity to participate in 
a service at an African church in 
New Jersey. Aside from the sound 
system causing some irreparable 
hearing loss, and the service 
running a little longer than we are 
accustomed to (5 hours!) it was an 
amazing opportunity for the group 
to experience African hospitality 
and worship. 

During our two weeks together 
in Connecticut, we learned a lot 
about the need for missionaries 
around the world, came to a better 
understanding of God's calling in 
our lives, and also became close 
friends with one another. Whether 
it was the nightly games, jumping 
into the freezing Atlantic ocean, 
(tradition demanded it) or the 
weekend in New York City, most of 
us went from just acquaintances to 
an almost inseparable group of 14 
people. 

Now about the drive back home. 
Perhaps it would be best to say that, 
aside from an emergency stop at an 
auto-body shop for repairs, a small 
side trip to Rhode Island and the 
need for some in the group to spend 
some time in the back of a police 
cruiser, we all arrived home safe 
and reasonably sound. 

Do you feel like being a part of 
this awesome experience? What are 
you doing for the first two weeks 
of January next year? Be sure to 
register for REL 379 and get ready 
to meet many incredible people, 
possibly learn a few African : 
and dances, and most im antl 
have your eyes opened to the wor'e 
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To See or Not To See: The Passion of the Christ 


Answering some of 
the tough questions 
this blockbuster 
provokes 


BY DOUG SIKKEMA 


There is no doubt that many, if not 
all, students at Redeemer know that 
Mel Gibson’s much anticipated and 
debated film, The Passion of the Christ, 
is now playing in theatres, but many 
students are hesitating to see it. The 
film, a gory R-rated rendition of the 
life of Jesus of Nazareth, has stirred 
up a lot of theological, historical, 
and even philosophical debate. 
Could this film be one of the greatest 
evangelical tools of the age, or is it 
a harsh and unreal depiction, taking 
away from the realities of Christ 
and the power of Scriptures? Since 
convincing arguments have been 
made for both cases, to the would-be 
viewer this may be just be a matter of 
following your conscience. Here are 
a few of the questions that struggling 
Reformed Christians are 
dealing with. 

Is_ this movie an 
evangelization tool? Looking 
at the sheer number of 
reported conversions 
produced by the film seems 
to be enough to get our 
affirmative vote. Mel Gibson 
and James Caviezel (the actor 
playing Jesus) have both 
stated in interviews that the 
power of this film was so 
great that members of the 
cast and viewers of the film 
converted to Catholicism. 
Granted, for Reformed Christians, 
conversion to Roman Catholicism 
may not be the most desirable 
end for audiences of this film, but 
what else might one expect from 
Gibson, a devout Roman Catholic 
who found much of his script ideas 
from Catholic sources such as Anne 
Emmerich (The Dolorous Passion of 
Christ)? Still, Catholics do believe 
in purgatory, the veneration of 
Mary, the infallibility of the Pope, 
and even transubstantiation — all 
doctrines that make Protestants 
cringe, all doctrines which can’t be 
ignored. Final Verdict: this shouldn’t 


be a big enough reason not to see 
the film. Trust your discernment 
capabilities, and keep an open mind 
to Catholicism in the film. 

Is it justifiable for Mel Gibson 
to draw on sources outside of 
the Scriptures for his portrayal 
of Christ’s last twelve hours as a 
man? I have seen the movie, and no 
matter how hard I looked in both 
the opening acknowledgments and 
closing credits, not once did I see 
a thank-you for the Holy Spirit's 
inspiration of the film. Now the 
Word of God carries such claims of 
divine inspiration, but I hardly think 
that Mel Gibson is arrogant enough 
to do the same. This is a serious 
question, but what we have to 
realize is that this is only a film and, 
at best, an artistic interpretation of 
what Jesus went through according 
to Mel Gibson. His use of extra- 
biblical sources seems appropriate 
when working with an audiovisual 
medium. Final Verdict: The Passion 
of the Christ is not the fifth Gospel 
according to Mel, but rather a visual 
aid, bringing to life a story that we 
have almost become desensitized 
to. Extra-biblical sources build up 


the characters and give a depth to 
some that we don’t necessarily get 
in Scripture. 

Is the medium of the cinema 
appropriate for the message. being 
delivered? Andrew J. Webb, writer of 
“Five Reasons Not To See The Passion 
of the Christ,” states that the last time 
the written Word was replaced with 
audio and visual substitutions was 
in the Medieval Ages. The church 
used passion plays to retell Biblical 
stories to an illiterate mob, which 
could by no means discern fact from 
fiction. It is true that the society we 
live in is anti-literate, depending on 


visual aids such as television and 
theater to stimulate our minds, but 
should the church endorse this? This 
argument is legitimate, because God 
has given us the Word to study and 
know, rather than pictures (static or 
in motion) that play on our emotions. 


Is visually representing 
Jesus disobeying the Second 
Commandment? The second 


commandment states that we are 
not to make for ourselves any image 
of things of heaven on earth and 
bow down to them. People often 


On one hand, this misquote this, 
argument falls leaving out the 
apart because Could this film be one of part concerning 
this movie is not worship. There 


the greatest evangelical 


Scripture and é is nothing wrong 
does not claim tools of the age, Or iS — with attempting 
to be. gt it it a harsh and unreal 2 ee 
encourages those oe ' eprese 

who ae read depiction, taking away of Jesus, for we 
the Bible to feel from the realities of know fies Ds 
rmetting “ne Christ and the power of fy) a 
have not read the Scriptures? the essence of 
Bible to take a look His divinity is 
for themselves. impossible, but 


On the other hand, is this the way 
evangelism should be done? Christ 
strictly orders his disciples to preach 
the word, not dramatize it. They 
were also presenting the story of 
Christ to a people who were just as 
engorged on entertainment and the 
amphitheater as we are, yet they 
refrained from using those cultural 


tools to their ends. Final Verdict: the 
fact that the movie is not scripture 
may excuse the fact that extra- 
biblical sources were used, but it 
does not excuse the.fact. that God 
ordered evangelism to be done by 
word of mouth rather than visual 
representations. There is a_ real 
danger that the life of Christ will 
be substituted for superstition and 
myths just as they were in the days 
of the passion plays. My final word 
is that there is a difference between 
illiterate and anti-literate; since we 
are not the former, will we be so 
easily fooled? I hope not. 


Incubus’ Latest CD an Interesting Mix 


BY SCOTT FAIRLEY 


When I was in High School, | 
started listening to Incubus, a band 
which, at the time, was relatively 
unknown. By the time I graduated, 
they had 4 major label releases, an 
acoustic/B-sides/Live track EP and 
two DVDs. Not bad for a bunch of 
surfers from the California suburbs. 

Following their successful 2002 
Morning View tour, Incubus took 
some time off. During that time, 
their long-time bassist Dirk Lance 
left the band and was replaced by 
Ben Kenney of The Roots. They then 
recorded their latest album, A Crow 
Left of the Murder. 

When I first listened to the CD, 
I wasn’t sure what to expect. In 
the three major albums they had 
released prior to this one, SCIENCE, 
Make Yourself, and Morning View, 
the sounds had included hip-hop- 
influenced hard rock, no-nonsense 
heavy rock, acoustic songs and an 
Asian-influenced ballad. And that’s 
just from Morning View. 

A Crow Left of the Murder 
opens with the hard-hitting 
“Megalomaniac,” a bold statement 


Faith Justice Politics 


against self-righteous politicians. 
It flows into the introspective 
title track, the bitterly introverted 
“Agoraphobia,” and mellower cuts 
“Talk Shows on Mute” and “Beware, 
Criminal!” The first few songs sound 
similar to the mellower, lyric-driven 
material found on Morning View. 
Singer Brandon Boyd and guitarist 
Mike Einziger absolutely shine on 
these more melodic cuts, engaging 
perfectly with each other. 

Then things start to take an 
unexpected turn. The sixth track, 
“Sick Sad Little World,” with its 
dramatic dynamics, staccato guitar 
riffs and poignant lyrics immediately 
grabbed my attention, and Mike 
Einziger’s extended solo break made 
my inner air-guitarist weep with joy. 
And “Pistola” takes a diversion from 
the fist-pumping hard rock to pay 
homage to Canadian progressive 
rockers Rush. Then the boys throw 
us another curve with the love song 
“Southern Girl.” 

Incubus’ influences are much 
more apparent on this album than 
on previous ones. “Zee Deveel” 
sounds like something Primus 
would release, and “Here in my 
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Room” instantly reminded me of 
a Radiohead ballad. But by and 
large, Incubus evolves and _fine- 
tunes their sound without alienating 
their devoted fans. The heavy rock 
sounds are still there, especially 
on “Pistola” and the closing track, 
“Leech.” The quirky, introspective 
and occasionally opinionated 
lyrics from Brandon Boyd remain, 
shining particularly in “Talk shows 
on Mute” and “Beware, Criminal!” 
However, there's a_ definite, 
intentional attempt to move forward 
in the lyrics — a welcome progression 
in many ways, but not as subtle as 
the change between Make Yourself 
and SCIENCE. 

Fortunately, the album flows very 
well overall and it could have a very 
long shelf life. While not necessarily a 
classic, timeless masterpiece, it’s one 
of the best rock albums I’ve heard 
in a long time. In addition to the 58 
minutes of music, the CD includes 
a bonus 26 minute DVD, featuring 
performances of “Megalomaniac” 
and “Pistola” from the Lollapalooza 
tour; acoustic performances of “A 
Crow Left of the Murder” and “Talk 
Shows on Mute” from the Bridge 
School Benefit; a 
short documentary on 
the recording of the 
album; and the over- 
the-top sketch, titled, 
“Brandon’s Injury.” 

My only _ real 
criticism of the album 
is that the progressive 
elements and quirky 
moments could easily 
alienate the younger 
crowd, which fell in 
love with songs like 
“Drive” and “Wish 
You Were Here.” 
However, that’s not 
necessarily a negative 
thing. «* 


still we attempt it. Claiming that 
all attempts to visualize Jesus are 
idolatry is contradictory because 
when we read a passage concerning 
Jesus, we formulate a mental picture, 
based on traditions or our warped 
imaginations, making him real to us. 
Of course there was only one true 
Jesus, but there was also one true 
Napoleon, and how we 
view them in our minds 
will be person-relative. 
Final Verdict: any visual 
representation of Jesus 
will separate his humanity 
from his divinity, which is 
why the icons of the Roman 
Catholic Church were 
destroyed. However, with 
theater, we not only have 
a visual representation of 
a man called Jesus, but an 
auditory assurance that 
He claims to be the Son of 
the Living God. 

Is it necessary to meditate on the 
horrific details of Jesus’ torture and 
death? This may be the weightiest 
question, because it goes much 
deeper than the mere enjoyment 
of gore and pain. For many, the 
experience of going to see this film is 
similar to that of watching Gladiator, 
Braveheart, or Saving Private Ryan, 
where at the most base level, one’s 
appetite to be shocked by pain and 
suffering can be filled. Watching any 


movie for that reason is perverted, 
but for The Passion of the Christ, the 
pain contains another dimension. 
The punishment and death of Jesus 
is not a romantic tale of injustice, 
but a real and horrible experience 
that Mel Gibson forcefully reveals 
to his audience. For almost twenty 
minutes, we watch as Jesus silently 
undergoes a scourging that literally 
tears the flesh off his body. Asking 
anybody what he or she thought 
about the movie, especially non- 
Christians, reveals that this scenario 
left the most lasting impression. 
The impression, however, easily 
becomes distorted if we don’t see 
the other dimension to the pain. 
Jesus was one hundred percent man, 
and as humans we sympathize and 
even cry as we watch the horrible 
beatings, mocking, and finally His 
crucifixion. On a human level there 
is nothing wrong with that; similar 
emotions are evoked when watching 
other movies. Yet the power of the 
film lies elsewhere. During the 
beatings, Jesus calls upon his father 
o “forgive them, for they know not 
what they do.” In another instance, 
Jesus is led in front of the Jewish 
mob and Pilate whispers that he has 
the power to release or to crucify 
Jesus. Through broken teeth, Jesus 
manages to remind Pilate that the 
only power Pilate has over him 
has been given by God. What is 
this saying? Jesus is one hundred 
percent God. This is the other 
dimension to the story we cannot 
forget, but usually lose in a visual 
representation. Final Verdict: if you 
decide to watch the film, remind 
yourself that if you are going to 
weep for Jesus on the human level, 
don’t forget to weep for yourself on 
the spiritual level, because what he 
went through was not only for us, 
but from us. 

The film is powerful, yet may be 
dangerous. Before going to see it, 
weigh the arguments and decide for 
yourself. Do not try to replace the 
power of media with the power of 
Scriptures, but take The Passion of the 
Christ according to Mel Gibson for 
what is; nothing more and nothing 
less. « ? 


Sara Weber's On the 
Roof a Genuine Portrayal 
of Life and Tragedy 


BY RACHEL VAN GEEST 


During a theatre production in her 
fourth year at Redeemer, the dream 
for a future acting career began to 
take root in Sara Weber. Now, seven 
years later, Sara will be returning 
to Redeemer to present her own 
work, under the direction Professor 
Louter. Entitled On the Roof, the one- 
woman show is her 
story of a tragedy 
that, she says, has 
profoundly shaped 


On the Roof comes to 
Redeemer after nearly ‘° 


Fringe Festivals, and at other venues 
throughout Canada and the U.S. 
Sara is also in frequent contact with 
the Cancer Society, who frequently 
express appreciation for her humour, 
honesty, and the genuine portrayal 
of her experiences. 

The work has particularly earned 
enthusiastic responses in Christian 
communities because of its realistic, 

non-apologetic 


nature, and 
Sara's efforts 
steer away 


her. x from a didactic 

In an interview a year of touring, morality. 
with The Crown, including performances Though she 
Sara Weber shared doesn’texplicitly 
some highlights at the Toronto, London, preach her faith 
of her play. She and Vancouver Fringe _ in her play, she 
explained how ; intends to reveal 
this one-hour play Festivals. Jesus through 
takes audiences her story, and 
through two and a emphasize the 


half years of her mother’s struggle 
with lung cancer, beginning with the 
diagnosis. Her mother’s battle with 
the disease, and her family’s efforts 
to support her, are interspersed 
with a lifetime of memories and 
experiences growing up in Alabama. 
The play follows the gradual 
deterioration of her mother’s health, 
and the enormous impact this has on 
her family. Believing that suffering 
draws people together, Sara strives 
to present the story true to the 
actual experience, revealing “how 
it was.” In addition to portraying 
the intensity of the tragedy for her 
family, Sara strives to capture her 
mother’s enduring sense of humour 
and lively wit. 

On the Roof comes to Redeemer 
after nearly a year of touring, 
including performances at the 
Toronto, London, and Vancouver 


inescapable need for God, especially 
in such tragedies; as she says, “God 
is the only way.” 

If the play resembles Sara at all, 
it will likely be energetic, witty, 
captivating, and true to itself. If 
a mere conversation with Sara 
displayed such striking integrity and 
honesty, it is not hard to imagine the 
power of a true-to-life story revealed 
on stage. 

Sara has no definite plans for the 
extent of the play’s lifespan, but 
says she will continue touring as 
long as there continues to be ready 
demand. 

On the Roof comes to Redeemer 
on March 12 and 13 in the Black 
Box, with performances beginning 
at 8PM. Tickets are available at 
the Redeemer Box office by calling 
extension 4211, Adult tickets are $12; 
students pay $10. «* 
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Turn off the Stars Preview 


BY BONNIE SUTHERLAND 


During the past few weeks, you 
may have noticed new posters 
tacked to the walls. One such poster 
is advertising the band Turn off the 
Stars. In seeing this poster, you are 
most likely thinking one of two 
things. Either, “Look at all the pretty 
posters!” or “Turn off the Stars? Who 
are they? Are they any good?” You 
don’t need to look any further, my 
friends; | may have some answers 
for you. 

One dark Monday night last 
semester | hopped on a bus with 
a friend. Our destination was The 
Underground, and our mission was 
to hear Turn off the Stars in a concert 
setting. Aside from having to hear a 
couple mediocre bands and one that 
was downright embarrassing before 
Turn off the Stars appeared, the 
evening was a success. Turn off the 
Stars played a solid 
set. The band was 


tight, and Mike, 
the lead singer, 
has a clear voice 
that offsets the 


instrumentation 
well. Being the last 
band of the night, 
they their 
energy and wit as 
best they could to 
wake up the tired 
few that were 


used 
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still remaining. One of the things 
that | found impressive is that they 
sounded almost as perfect live as 
in a recording. I could tell that it 
wasn't fabricated rock. These guys 
have worked hard to get to where 
they are, and I believe that with 
this determination they will go even 
further. 

A university-born band from 
Toronto Ontario, they seem to fit 
nicely into the category of alternative 
rock, TOTS (amusing acronym, no?) 
has recently run into some success 
with their single “Please” and are 
now touring around Canada. They 
will be with us at Redeemer on 
March 5" in the Black Box. Everyone 
is welcome! If any of you would 
like to know more or to listen to 
some MP3s, visit their website: 
www.turnoftthestars.com «* 


Greater Hamilton Concert Calendar| 


As Christians, we are called to be in the world but not of it, discerning the spirits that inform every aspect 
of our lives. This column provides recomendations for life-affirming live music in the Hamilton area, in an 
invitation to each of us to engage responsibly in this process of cultural discernment. 


BY DR, TIMOTHY EPP, 
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF 
SOCIOLOGY 


Have you ever heard the phrase 
“six degrees of separation”? The 
thought behind this phrase is 
that we're all more closely related 
than we might first think. On a 
similar note, I’ve found that many 
musicians who sing about themes of 
faith, justice, and social commentary 
work, perform, or tour together. 
So, to add to the list of “ways to 
find good quality music” (in the 
previous issue of Crown), it’s often 
important to read that key cultural 
document: CD liner notes. One of 
my favorite past-times is to read 
the notes that musicians include 
in their CD booklets, as these give 
clues to the musician’s values and 
musical connections. For instance, 
reviewing liner notes in Bruce 
Cockburn’s CDs alerts the reader 
to organizations such as Friends of 
the Earth, an environmental watch- 
group, and to the music of artists 
with which he’s performed who 
share musical expertise and at least 
some values (e.g. Jackson Browne, 


~ 


Lucinda Williams, Ani DiFranco). 
Reading liner notes can also produce 
some surprises and questions as to 
the faith of cultural pop icons. For 
instance: Mariah Carey quoting 
from Psalms? Blink-182 praising 
God for their talents? Keep in mind 
that just because an artist refers 
to God in their long list of thank- 
yous, does not necessarily indicate 
that a Christian lifestyle is followed. 
Remember to pray for discernment 
in all things and to keep your eyes 
wide open. 


Upcoming concerts: 

Steve Bell, Sarah Bell and Jacob 
Moon, March 20, Country Hills 
Church, Kitchener; March 21, Brant 
Bible Church, Burlington; April 
16, Valley View Alliance Church, 
Newmarket; July 17, Waterloo Inn 
& Convention Centre, Waterloo: 
Steve Bell is touring across Canada, 
along with his daughter Sarah Bell 
and local musician Jacob Moon. 
According to Steve's Signpost web 
site, Jacob Moon is a “singer par 
excellence, a virtuosic guitarist and 
an award-winning songwriter. His 
passionate vocals and inspired lyrics 
are given flight by his total command 
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- Sam 


know what 


“Tf there’s anything I’m about, it’s 
wisdom and maturity.” 


“Augh...my life is a cesspool.” 


“If he lived up to his own level of self- _ 
importance, he’d be king of the Western | 


“I’ve got an idea! Let’s pretend like we ~ 


of the guitar, which at times sounds 
like an entire orchestra, owing to his 
use of the JamMan, a live looping 
device that allows him to more 
fully realize his onstage ambitions 
as a solo artist. The opportunity to 
hear and experience a Jacob Moon 
show is not to be missed.” Both 
Steve and Jacob are promoting new 
CDs. 

Luther Wright and the Wrongs, 
March 12, The Underground, 
Hamilton: Another artist from 
the pages of Paste magazine (see 
Student Life), Luther Wright & 
the Wrongs are bringing their alt- 
country sound to Hamilton. 

Hope Rising, March 6, The 
Church of the Holy Trinity, Toronto: 
Hope Rising is a group of Christian 
musicians who are donating the 
profits from their first CD to the 
restorative justice program Circles 
of Support and Accountability. } 
Steve Bell has also supported this} 
organization. There will be dinner} 
at the Trinity Cafe at 6:00pm, and | 
a concert in the church at 7:30pm. | 
The location is in Trinity Square, 
right beside the Eaton’s Center. | 
Suggested ticket price is $7.00. «? 
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723 Rymal W. (at Glancaster), HAMILTON 
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NOTABLE 
QUOTABLES 


“It warms my heart, defending Catholics 
against arrogant Reformers one narrow- 
minded neo-calvinist at a time.” 


- Rob Joustra 


Frisk, in Senate speech 


- Dan Postma 


world by now.” 
- Brian Raidt 


we're talking about and then | 


the professor might feel more inclined to 
pretend like we’re passing the course 
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ACROSS 61. Candle part 114. Wade through 160. Metaphysical poet 45. Rorem or Beatty - Brian Raidt, toa fellow confused 

1. Implied 62. A Karamazov 115, Clark’s “Daily Planet” 161, Cozy dwellings 46, “Key Largo” actress student 

6. Competes in a rodeo 64.“___ the Barbarian” cohort 47, Scuba sport 

11. Fries and slaw 65. Envelope abbr. 116, Valentine figure DOWN 49. Sinbad’s bird 

16. Speckled fish 66. Meal 117. Flipped a coin |. Less exciting 50. Browse 

21. Seslters 68. Isis’ husband 119, Dee black 2. Subside 51. Raw rubber 94. Gibson and Torme 128, Phantom 

22. Separate 70. Fourth dimension 121. Jokes with 3. Like a spy’s message 52. Montezuma’s empire 95. Range or extent 129. OPEC vessel 

23. Derrick or crane 71. Last letter 122. Thick soups 4. Spud st. 53. Ready to pick 96. Condor s lair 130. Pass along 

24. Energy 72. Cuba’s __ Castro 123. 1917 abdicator 5. Weather info 55. Venture 97. Mails out 132. Animal oe shell 
25. Polite address 73. Basketball hoop 125. Elastic 6. Crow cousins 57. Hill or Loos 100. About 2.2 pounds 134. Soviet ec 

26. Vice 75. Shirt parts 127. Golfer ___ Norman 7. “Lohengrin”, e.g. 58. Humped animal 103. Egret cousin 136, Hie to 

27. Champing at the bit 77. Popular beverage 128. Like horror flicks 8. Averages 59. Laker Shaquille __ 106. Bad-tempered ef sy ed 

28. Web-footed birds 78. Is greater than 131. John _ Passos 9. Um's cousins 61. Takes vows 108. Sphinx locale 138. acilitates 

29. Summer in France 80. Preference 133. Hawk’s gripper 10, Reputation 63. Pleasant 110. Adjust the wheels 140. Audition 

30. Docks 83. Examine closely 134, Caesar’s 52 |. Break 66, Survive a storm (2 wds.) 111. Villages 141. Ballet costume 4 
32. Little child 85. Fern. saint 135. A little bit 12. Charged particle 67. Was behind 113, Thing in law 143, alee a , 
34. Tortilla dip 86, Tonto’s Scout 139. Hurry along 13. Morse signals 68. Skipped 116. Actor’s prompt 7) | eg wi ' 

36. Ring thing 87. Aloha token 140, Jeer at 14, English assignment 69, Horizon . 118. Modern art form a . CMP Fite: 
37. Overhaul 88. Light reading 132. Still 15, Fads and crazes 62. Foul-smelling 120. Radiologist s job (hyph.) 1 Fei 

39. __—__ roll (lucky) 92. Easel partner 143. Like a foal 16, Senate garb 74. Deeply felt 121. Tied i a = 

40. Ruling group 94. Flowering trees 145.“C’mon, ____ pal!” _—_17, Canape topper rs ep as if m7 oe one 153, Funny ss Zia 

42. Nope opposite 98, Conceit 146, Dragon of puppetry 18. Greek alphabet ender ; zone ’ a, ; 
43, va 99. Cute 148. yenis 19. Surprise win 81. Clean air org. 126. Notre Dame sight SOLUTION ON PAGE 3 
44, Wildebeests 101. Before, in melodrama 150. Beach sandal 20. Topic 82. Ripley's last word 127, Laugh ae 
46. Mind the pub 102, Demeanors 152, Regions 31, Chits 84. Library sect. { 
48. Exotic wrap 104. High note 154. Chars 33, Ottawa’s proy. 88. Celebration 

50. Clearings 105. Sen, _ Cranston 155, Magnate 35, Cyberspace junk mail 89. Ice hut T H E Cc R ( } 
53, Compete at Indy 107. Struggled 156. AOL message (hyph.) 38, Limerick writer__ Nash_ 90. Embers 

54. Sudden foray 109, Putter with 157. Puckster__ Gretzky 40, Garage gadgets 91, Pvt’s superiors 

56. Rainier’s kingdom 111. Nee 158, Secret rendezvous 41, Writer Nin 92. Traffic cones 

60. Tore down 112. Cheap heat 159, Hurled 43. North Dakota city 93, Personify 


